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MORE NURSES WANTED 


ORD DERBY’S new appeal for more 
Beco nurses, which we print in another 
column, can have only one _ interpretation— 
namely, that the need is of the utmost 
urgency. “Fully trained nurses,’ he writes, 
“are a most urgent need; they must be 
forthcoming immediately and in large numbers.’ 
The Times suggests that some nurses have re- 
signed from active work in order to secure per- 
manent posts in civil life, and adds: “This is an 
aspect of the matter to which the attention of 
hospital governors must be called. It would be 
a misfortune indeed if the heroic records of the 
nursing profession were to be sullied by the 
selfishness of a few individuals. The uimost care 
is necessary that no steps should be taken, no 
word’ spoken, which might in any way act as 
an inducement to an Army nurse to relinquish 
her post in this critical hour.’’ 

As might be expected, the Times goes .on to 
urge that, in view of the limited number of pro- 
fessional nurses, more use should be made of the 
V.A.D. members. This, of course, is admitted 
on all hands, and there are thousands of these 





splendid workers in the wards at home and abroad 
at this moment. We disagree totally, however, 
with the assertion that the experience these girls 
and women have had for nearly three years can 
be described as “nursing training.”’ When the 
Times gives its blessing to the suggestion of a 
correspondent that, having thus “proved their 
vocation under searching test . from this body 
of highly competent women Army nurses should 
be recruited at discretion,’’ and that “the step 
would go far to remove a legitimate grievance,’’ 
it becomes really dangerous. “It would not 
jeopardise the future of professional nurses, as 
so many of these seem to fear,”’ 
“Safeguards against this already 
regulations of the great hospitals and in the usual 
practice of physicians and surgeons. 

The last words constitute the danger. The 
“usual practice of physicians and surgeons’’ is 
to employ any woman who “ 
and some of them do not trouble to inquire into 
her training or credentials. There are, of course, 
many honourable exceptions, but matrons of our 
great hospitals will bear us out when we say that 
no protection on this score is worth consideration 
Hence, largely, the College of Nursing 

We think that the finest characters among 
V.A.D. members—those that have gone on doing 
the work to hand, “though it’s dull at whiles’’ 
will not join in this clamour for “promotion. 
They know that the fully trained nurse has had 
three, and often four, years’ systematic training, 
with experience of medical and surgical 
(men, women, and children), with regular lectures 
from doctors, matrons, and sisters, with experi 
ence in different wards, and test examinations 
every year, and yet the probationer going through 
this training is not “promoted ”’ or put in any sort 
of “authority ’’ .until her third year. However 
hard the V.A.D. members have worked, however 
responsible the work they have done (in emer 
gency), they have had none of this training, and 
they know it, and we think it regrettable that, 
at this juncture, when every trained nurse is over 
whelmed with work, and has no time to stand up 
and protect her position, the question of “ pro- 
moting ’’ untrained workers should be raised, and 
that a. paper like the Times should advocate it 
and support those who accuse trained nurses of 
a narrow trade union spirit. Plenty of work wants 
doing, from scrubbing and cooking to ward work 
and wound-dressing, and the fine-spirited V.A.D 
member will carry out the principle of her organ 
isation, which is to do the work that is needed. 


says the Times. 


exist in the 


gives satisfaction,”’ 
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NURSING NOTES 


THE IRISH COLLEGE BOARD. 


E congratulate lrish nurses on the fact that 

they have definitely thrown in their lot with 
the nurses of the Sister Isle, and that everything 
promises well for future progress. An office will 
be opened shortly at 23 Kildare Street, Dublin, 
and Miss Matheson, a trained nurse who has had 
a distinguished career at Dublin University, bas 
The chairman is Dr. 
Peacocke, the vice-chairman Sir Andrew 
Horne, the hon. treasurer Mr. Andrew Beattie, 
D.L., and the hon. secretary Miss Reed (Ivan- 
hoe Nursing Home). These, together with Miss 
Eddison, of the Royal City of Dublin Hospital, 
and Miss Curtin, of the Mater Infirmorum -tos- 
pital, Belfast, are the six delegates appointed by 
the Irish Board to act on the Council of the 
College in London. The Board consists of the fol- 
lowing: Miss Chisholm, Acting Superintendent, 
Irish Branch, Q.V.J.I.N.; Miss Eddison, Matron, 
Royal City of Dublin Hospital ; Miss Egan, Presi- 
dent, Irish Matrons’ Association; Miss Hill, 
Matron, \delaide Hospital, Dublin; Miss 
McGivney, Matron, Mater Misericordie Hospital, 
Dublin; Miss O’Brien, 67 Lower Leeson Street, 
Dublin; Miss Phelan, South Dublin Union; Miss 
Reed, Ivanhoe, Dublin; Miss Shuter, Ivanhoe, 
Dublin; Andrew Beattie, Esq., D.L.; Charles 
Benson, Esq., M.D., F.R.C.S.1.; Sir Andrew 
Horne, M.D., Master of National Maternity Hos- 
pital, Dublin; Alfred R. Parsons, Esq., M.D., 
F.R.C.P.1.; George Peacocke, Esq., M.D., 
F.R.C.P.1.; John Lumsden, Esq., M.D.; Miss 
Bostock, Matron, Royal Victoria Hospital, Bel- 
fast; Miss Curtin, Matron, Mater Infirmorum 
Hospital, Belfast; Professor Lindsay, M.D., 
F.R.C.P., Belfast; Professor Ashley Cummins, 
M.D., M.Ch., Cork; Arthur Sandford, Esq., 
M.D., Cork; Miss McDowell, Superintendent of 
Nurses, County Infirmary, Waterford; Miss 
Coffey, Matron, Barrington’s Hospital, Limerick ; 
Sir Alexander Dempsey, Belfast; Wilfred Fitz- 
gerald, Esq. The remaining six members are 
to be co-opted. 

The Board will open their office at 23 Kildare 
Street on June Ist. Office hours will be from 
10 a.m. to 5.0 p.m daily; Saturdays, 10-1. 
Previous to that date all correspondence should 
be directed to the secretary, Miss Matheson, 20 
Fitzwilliam Square, Dublin. 


been appointed secretary. 


George 


A “COLOSSAL BLUNDER” AVERTED. 


In one of his illuminating notes in the Irish 
Weekly Times “Shamus’’ refers to the rejection 
by Ireland of the Midwives Act as a colossal 
blunder, of which the results are now being 
reaped. “At a meeting of nurses held not long 
ago in Dublin, Sir Andrew Horne pointed out 
that the incompetent women who were put out 
of business by the passing of the English and 
Scottish Acts are travelling thitherward.’’ 
Ireland, that is to say, is the dumping-ground 
for the Gamps and Prigs. With regard to the 


College, he adds, “the same spirit’ is at wor! 
to-day endeavouring to persuade Irish nurses t 
remain aloof, and any who do may yet live to ru 
it. This College of Nursing is going to be a bi; 
success; it will be richly endowed before it i 
very much longer in being, and the younge: 
nurses who regard their future career with an 
enthusiasm, or who are possessed of any an 
bition, will be wise to think twice before decli: 
ing membership.’’ The aims of the College «a: 
thus summarised: (i.) The raising of the statu 
of Irish nurses; (ii.) their better education; (iii 
the founding of some kind of Nurses’ Benevole: 
Fund. “Considering that nurses who join t! 
College will be linked up with the entire Empi: 
there is no doubt that membership will m 
The Board represents all creeds ani 
politics, and both the north and the south 
united in their determination te make it 
success.’’ It is very opportune that a Midwiv 
Bill for Ireland is*now being drafted (see n 
on p. 555). 


pre yerTess. 


IRISH DIPLOMA SCHEME. 

THe Royal College of Physicians has definit 
rejected the scheme by which it was hoped that 
the Irish Conjoint Board of Surgeons 
Physicians would confer Diplomas on 
nurses. To quote the Irish Weekly Times. 
would have involved heavy expense on tly 
nurses, and would have carried no weight outsic« 
of Ireland, and in Ireland enrolment would 
simply have taken the place of a Hospital Di; 
loma or Certificate of training. It appears, how 
ever, that an Irish Nursing Board is being pr 
moted by the Royal College of Surgeons in 
Ireland, and that particulars of the scheme wil! 
be issued shortly. 


THE SCOTTISH BOARD. 


WueEn. confronted with the statement—whicl 
being freely made—that there is no direct nurs 
representation on the College of Nursing, nui 
should reply that the following nurses have lb: 
elected members of the Scottish Board of 
College of Nursing: Misses Jessie Henderson 
Catherine Gardner (Nurses Co-operation, Glas 
gow), Ruby M. McPhail (36 Grindlay Street, 
Edinburgh), Catherine Kay (Nursing Home, 





Drummond Place, Edinburgh), Morrison 
(Q.V.J.I.N., Northern Infirmary, Inverness), 
Flora Ross (Q.V.J.I.N., Ingleboro’ House, 
Aberdeen). 





KING EDWARD'S HOSPITAL FUND. 


Ir was stated at the annual meeting o 


' Fund, held last week at St. James’s Palac: 


Duke of Teck presiding, that the amoun 
tributed in 1916 was £170,000, which 


; £30,000 more than the amount applied to t! 


purpose in 1915. The increase in maintena 
grants amounted to £25,900, but this large ac 


_ tion was by no means in excess of the needs 
| the hospitals. 


The steady rise in prices of 
| visions and drugs and in the cost of all de] 
ments gave reason to fear that those needs wo! 
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‘continue to increase. Thanks mainly to a be- 
quest by Lady Wilton, £143,000 has been added 
to the reserve. 

POOR LAW MATRONS. 

THE quarterly meeting of the Poor Law In- 
firmary Matrons’ Association was held in the 
board room of the Kensington Infirmary (by kind 
invitation of Miss Alsgp) on April 28th at 3 p.m. 
Miss Barton presided, and there was a large 
attendance. It was resolved to alter the rules 
of the Association so as to allow of its expansion 
in the future, and also to invite all members who 
had for different reasons to resign to become hon. 
members. The new associates—the  superin- 
tendent nurses of the smaller infirmaries—had 
been invited to be present, but, owing to the diffi 
culties of travelling, not many of these were able 
to attend; their letters, received from different 
parts of the country, all expressed the hope of 
coming on future occasions. A very hearty wel- 
come was extended to them by all the members 
present. An interesting discussion took place as 
to how the Association could best benefit these 
new Associates. Miss Bodley (matron of Selly 
Oak Infirmary, Birmingham) read a suggestive 
paper as to the ways in which the Association 
could help poor law trained nurses generally. At 
1.30 Miss Stansfeld (chief lady inspector, L.G.B.), 
Miss Amy Hughes (general superintendent of the 
@.V.J.I.N.), and Miss Wilde (chairman of the 
infirmary committee of the Kensington Board of 
Guardians), came to tea, in response to the in- 
vitations of the matrons. A hearty vote of thanks 


to the Kensington Guardians for lending their 
board room for the meeting was responded to by 
Miss Wilde. A vote of condolence was also 
passed to Mrs. Potter, the widow of the late 
medical superintendent of thé infirmary, Dr. 
Potter. 


BRAVO, DR. JONES! 

Dr. Jones: “If a nurse is not necessary here, 
there is also no necessity for a doctor. You 
should do away with us all’’ (laughter). © We 
quote from a newspaper report of the annual 
meeting of the Dolgelley Guardians. It is scan- 
dalous that the efforts of the responsible medical 
officer to obtain a trained nurse for the poor 
bed-ridden patients should be opposed by any 
guardian of the poor as unnecessary. Dr. 
Jones was, however, well backed up by Mrs. 
Pugh, Mr. R. C. Evans, and Mr. G. Price who 
was afraid they did not offer an adequate salary 
for a trained nurse. Dr. Jones stated that there 
were more inmates in the house at present than 
had been the case for some time; also there were 
more bed-ridden inmates. He was deter- 
mind to get a suitable nurse to the institution. 
He did not want to use threats, but it was.in 
his power to serve an order on the Master to be 
sent to hospitals in Liverpool or Manchester, to 
secure a properly trained nurse. It was their 
duty as far as possible to pave the road of these 
poor inmates to the grave as comfortably as pos- 
sible. 

Only one reply to the advertisement had been 
received. 





EVENTS OF THE WEEK 
May 2nd, 1917 


east of Arras on a front of about ten miles 


Sie fiercest battle of the war is raging this week 


| stretching north and south of the river Scarpe. The 


Germans have brought up great reinforcements in 
men and guns, and are making desperate counter- 
attacks on the positions we gained. Further south 
still, between Havrincourt and Vendhuile, the fight- 
ing has also been desperate. North of the Scarpe the 
Germans have delivered nine fierce attacks on Gavrelle, 
and been repulsed, suffering great losses. Between 
Gavrelle and Roeux we have advanced and taken im- 
portant positions. In another attack we launched 
along the Scarpe on Saturday (our third attack here) 
we captured Arleux and trenches on either side of it 
on a two-mile front; and between Gavrelle and Roeux 
we made still further progress. After heavy fighting 
the German trench system on a mile front south of 
Oppy was captured. South of the Scarpe we have 
advanced towards Fontaine-les-Croisilles and Cherisy. 
In two day s between the Scarpe and Cojeul we took 
3,029 prisoners, of whom 56 were officers. To the 
west of Havrincourt we have taken Villers-Plouich, 
Beauchamp, and Bilhem. Near Vendhuile we have 
reached the St. Quentin Canal. We have captured the 
quarries east of Hargecourt. Several German attacks 
near St. Quentin were driven off. German raids 
south-east of Ypres and south-west of Lens were re- 
pulsed. We carried out a successful raid north of 
Ypres. There ‘have been many air raids and battles 
In three days 77 German aeroplanes were brought 
down During April we have taken 19,343 prisoners 
and over 1,000 guns and mortars. 

North of the Aisne, near Cerny and Hurtebise 
Farm, both west of Craonne, the Germans have de- 
livered repeated big attacks and have been repulsed 
In one attack near Hurtebise Farm they suffered very 
heavy losses, and the French gained some ground 
They captured more trenches in the Moronvillers 
Massif. North-west of Rheims the French extended 
their positions and took 200 prisoners. On Monday 


| morning a renewed attack was opened in Champagne, 
and the French carried several lines of fortified 


trenches, and pushed forward towards Beine. In 
Upper Alsace a French raiding party penetrated to 
the 2nd German line. There has been renewed activity 
at Bois le Prétre. 

In Macedonia the British attacked the Bulgars west 


| of Lake Doiran, and captured about a mile of trenches. 


For the week ending April 22nd, German sub 
marines sank 55 British merchant ships, and it is 


admitted that the list is not complete. 


A destroyer fight took place off Dunkirk, and a 
French destroyer was sunk. 

Margate and Ramsgate were shelled by German de- 
stroyers; two people were killed, three injured, and 
21 dwelling-houses were damaged. 

In a munitions factory in Scotland a 6 in. shell 
burst, killing three women and injuring nine. A small 
explosion occurred in a munitions factory in the north 
of England; one killed and four injured. 

A panic broke out in a cinema, and four children 
were killed and 12 injured, 

The consumption of bread increased considerably 
last week. In all probability the result will be the 
issue of bread tickets. 

In the United States a Bill has been passed’ for 
Compulsory Military Service. The States will send 


| 1,000 doctors to France as soon as arrangements can be 


made for their release. A big War Loan, amounting 
in all to £1,400,000,000, is to be given to the Allies. 

The voting for the Australian Federal Election takes 
place this week among electors abroad on_ national 
service, i.e., among Australian soldiers, sailors, and 
nurses, 
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ANASTHESIA AND .THE NURSE’S DUTIES? 


By A. DE 


PRENDERVILLE, LL.B., M.R.C.S. (Anesthetist to Charing Cross Hospital, and 
Senior Anesthetist to the Throat Hospital, Golden Square, W.) 


(Third article.) 
PREPARATION OF PATIENTS. 


N training, special stress is laid on careful 
haar sam to details. Nurses must learn to be 
exact. It is just because they are exact that such 
good results are seen in our hospitals. Patients, 
therefore, destined for the theatre must be sub- 
jected to a minute overhaul. Let us consider a 
few points in this connection. 

State of the Bowels.—Clearly, the emptier the 
bowels are before an anesthetic the better. This 
will be arranged for on the usual lines—a purge, 
not on the night before operation, but on the 
night before that again, and an enema on the 
morning of operation itself. This is the first step 
in what Americans call “grooming the patient. 


The intestinal tract is the constant habitat of 


ETHYL-CHLORID# NHALER 


millions of microbes, so that a complete flush out 


will do much good. In addition, post-operative 
gaseous distension is probably much diminished. 
For special surgery of the nose and throat, such 
elaboration need not be aimed at. In-patients 
will, if possible, be rested in bed for a day or two 
before operation; during this time a purgative 
may be given. An enema is not required. The 
same ruling applies to children brought up for 
adenoids and tonsils, especially if they are not 
to be detained afterwards. 

Examination of Teeth and Mouth.—Dentures 
must be recognised and removed, loose teeth 
noted and reported, and any detail in regard to 
eleanliness of teeth and gums attended to. If 
the mouth is foul:from the presence of decayed 
teeth, every effort must be made to have these 
cleansed and, in many cases, removed prior to 


' Abstract of lectures delivered at Charing Cross 
Hospital to the nursing staff, January-February, 1917. 





operation. Very often extraction is impera 
tive, notably in operations on the tongue and 
trachea. Acute sepsis is easily set up when this 
precaution is neglected. Care of the mouth is 
usually ignored among the lower orders. The 
toothbrush is an unknown luxury to the working 
man. Hence the need for close inspection on the 
nurse’s part. An antiseptic wash for swilling out 
the mouth is indicated in most cases, and can be 
readily prepared. Sanitas is very useful; so is 
Condy’s fluid, or Listerine. 

Nutriment before Operation.—There is mucl 
difference of opinion on this point. The usual rule 
is to give patients a small cup of weak tea and a 
thin slice of bread and butter some four hours 
before the case is taken. - In throat cases arranged 
for the early morning the patient is often brought 
to the table fasting, his last meal having been 
taken overnight. Some anesthetists consider this 
arrangement too drastic; weakly children, for in 
stance, become worn out and faint, and so d 
delicate adults if food is withheld for many hours 
The better plan is to allow light nourishment in 
the manner and at the time indicated above. N« 
solids must on any account be given before an 
anesthetic, and for that matter no liquid othe: 
than the tea (or beef essence) already allowed. 
Atropine is very often ordered now before anes 
thesia, to lessen pharyngeal secretion; occasion 
ally it causes intense dryness of tongue and 
throat, and patiemts beg for a sip or two of water 
This may be conceded if a distinct promise is 
made not to swallow any. In America, water is 
allowed freely up to within three hours of th 
operation. This approximates very nearly to ou 
own custom. 

I have said nothing here about the special 
sanitary toilet of the patient for the operation 
proper. That falls within the nurse’s regular, as 
apart from her anesthetic, duties. One word 
about preliminary hypodermic medication. Thi 
should only be given on the express order of th: 
anesthetist, the operating surgeon, or the ward 
sister, and, if by the last named, only whe 
authority has been delegated to her. If a routin: 
has been established for all operation cases | 
have atropine, then the injection is made for eac! 
ease one half-hour before that particular: cas: 
enters the anesthetising room. In this way th 
rule works without a hitch. 

The combination of morphia with atropin: 
very general. Instances occur where morphia 
should be omitted. Under these circumstance: 
the ward sister will either use her own discretion 
or, preferably, refer the matter to the hons 
surgeon in charge. 

Hyoscine, scopolomine, and other narcotics ar 
often used for hypodermic administration befor 
operation. Personal experience guides the sele: 
tion. 
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TOILET PHARMACY 


By Epwin Wooron. 


1.—INTRODUCTION : 


y N the course of her duties every nurse has 

from time to time demands made on her know- 
ledge for which the ordinary training does not 
provide. Whatever one’s opinion may be as to 
the negligible importance of personal appearance 
compared with matters of more vital character, 
it is safe to affirm that very frequently personal 
appearance has an important place in the lay 
mind. Not unnaturally it gives many patients 
great concern. That their hair is turning grey 
or coming out by handfuls, that their eyes are 
dull and their complexions muddy, is to them 
sometimes more important than the state %f the 
tongue. 

In these matters the patient will frequently 
make appeal to the nurse, and it is to relieve the 
nurse from such difficulties that these articles 
are being written. Their scope is the treatment 
of conditions for which, as a rule, people do not 
seek the advice of physician or surgeon When 
such advice is desirable, mention will be made 
of the fact. These articles will give the nurse 
such a rational grasp of the subject that, when 
urged to try this or that, she will have a know- 
ledge of what is needed and will be in a position 
to inquire whether the needs are likely to be 
satisfied by the remedy advised. 


THe Harr. 


A hair is an outgrowth from a bulb-like struc- 
ture called the root situated in the true skin. 
This root is abundantly netted about with blood- 
vessels which supply it with nutriment. That 
part of the hair which is hidden from sight is 
chiefly composed of delicate protein. As the hair 
grows beyond the surface the protein takes on 
another character; it becomes keratin, a variety 
of horn. A hair grows from the scalp end, not 
the free one, so that the tip of a hair is always 
the oldest part. 

It is quite normal for hair to fall and to grow 
again from the old roots. The shaft breaks just 
below the skin surface. The only test of hair-fall 
being normal or excessive is the way in which 
thickness of growth is affected. Hair is falling 
in one spot and growing in another. If what 
may be termed the thickness of the crop is being 
maintained, oné need not trouble. Even thinning 
need not occasion alarm if it occurs in the spring 
or autumn; quite often in these cases the growth 
renews itself later. 

The state of the hair varies with that of the 
health. This is true, always to an appreciable 
extent, but more markedly with some people than 
others. Even a sleepless night or a few hours’ 
worry will sometimes make the hair harsh, dry, 
and brittle. However, these states are quite 
common when the nervous power is at a low 
point. Hence one can never go far wrong in 
advising a general blood and nerve tonic when 
the hair state suddenly changes for the worse. 
Such # preparation as syrup of the hypophosphites 





FALLING or Harr. 


or syrup of the phosphates will do all that is 
required. 

As implied, the simplest cases of hair loss are 
purely constitutional, and one need not, therefore, 
have immediate recourse to any heroic treatment, 
such as the use of germicides. It is not necessary 
to begin with these things. 

It has been said that when a hair falls, another 
may grow in its place from the old root. The 
vase somewhat resembles the dying down and re- 
newal of a garden plant. When a hair root dies 
there is an end to all hope of renewing a growth, 
but, on the other hand, it is quite impracticable 
in the living human subject to determine whether 
a root is dead or alive. One can only try to force 
a growth. If the attempt fails we know the 
reason why. 

The science which treats of hair is called crino 
logy;.this is a branch of dermatology. The most 
successful crinologists declare very emphatically 
that in hair treatment one should never go beyond 
the absolute needs of the case Some general 
examples will illustrate this. A middle-aged 
person with rheumatic or gouty tendency 
plains of excessive fall. Now the simplest cause 
of fall in any such case will be an acid condition 
of the scalp secretions. These rot the hair. As 
a remedy many skin physicians advise a routine 
treatment with a lotion of sodium bicarbonate, 
one tablespoonful to the pint. This may be 
freely every day for some weeks. 

Again, hair falls in a case you recognise as ont 
where the general circulation is feeble. Now you 
can, if you choose, employ chemical stimulants 
to the local—that is, the scalp—circulation, and 
you may get very excellent results; -but the 
chemical stimulants will be in some measure ab 
sorbed into the blood. They are not wanted 
there, and although they may do no harm, their 
room is better than their company. Hence one 
will be justified by beginning with mechanical 
stimulation, which can be best applied by means 
of a comb with widely separated, well-rounded, 
and very blunt-pointed teeth. The comb should 
be brought right down upon the sealp in such a 
way that the scalp is made to glow. 

In a third class of you hear com 
plaints of scalp irritation, excessive hair falling, 
and dandriff. Instead of seeking for a local seda- 
tive, something to arrest the falling and som 
thing else to cure the dandriff, make a little 
investigation. It is quite possible you will find 
that the chief, if not the only, need is a thorough 
head-washing, followed by an equally thorough 
rinsing. There are people of wealth, with all 
facilities at command, who get the sealp into an 
awful state by the constant use of toilet dress- 
ings and the almost total neglect of common 
cleanliness. I trust no one will accuse me of 
wasting space or time by calling attention to such 
matters. In my next article I will deal. with 
pharmacy proper. (To be continued.) 
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MISS CAVELL’S LAST HOURS 


OME additional and inspiring details of Miss 

Cavell’s last hours are given in the New York 
Churchman by Professor House, who interviewed 
Mr. Gahan, the clergyman of Christ Church, 
Brussels. Mr. Gahan related that he was so un- 
nerved by hearing that Miss Cavell was to be 
shot the next morning that he could scarcely 
stand, and that his speech was only a stammer; 
but the quiet, grey-haired woman who came to 
meet him was as calm and cheerful as if the next 
day were to be a day of routine usefulness in her 
The hand she offered him was steady 


hospital. 
there tremor in her 


and 
voice. 

They sat down and talked of this and that, 
even of small matters. But after a time she 
began to tell him of the trial and the sentence. 
‘l have no regrets,’’ she said. “I did what I 
could for my country, and I am ready to pay 
the price. 1 should certainly do the same thing 
again if I could. I am sure that in God’s sight 
I am not an offender, for I did what seemed to 
me clearly my duty. And that is the only thing 
that matters, my friend—to do one’s duty.’’ 

So this condemned criminal, within a few hours 
of her death, sat teaching and consoling the 
minister who had come to help her. “I know 
more about life and death and eternity than I 
ever did before,’’ she said. “It is all clear now. 
I think I am past all passion and prejudice. I 
am blaming no one, but I see my own path per- 
fectly well, and I am glad I took the path I did, 
although it has not always been as clear all the 
way as it is now. Oh, how little and insignificant 
they seem to me now, the selfish things we men 
and women spend our lives struggling for! 
What happens to you as a result of trying to be 
useful can’t be anything but good, dear friend, 
and so I know that what will come to me to- 
morrow morning can be nothing but good! ’’ 

In some such words as these did this unflinch- 
ing Christian heroine set forth her philosophy of 
life, her vision of the Truth, to the last fellow 
countryman she ever spoke a word to; and after 
an hour or two of quiet conversation she rose and 
gave him her hand again, saying: 

“Good night, sir! I must get a little sleep 
now. God bless you; don’t forget me! ”’ 

There was another pause. The young 
chaplain sat and gazed into his little Belgian 
stove. Then he went on: “I am sure she slept, 
as she said she expected to.’’ Then he sat up in 
his chair. “Do you know, sir, that that woman 
had seen and heard something that has never 
reached you and me? Something definite, some- 
thing concrete, I mean, about the meaning and 
purpose of it all? No man could have spent an 
hour with Miss Edith Cavell, as I did, no matter 
what he may have been before, and come out 
from that prison anything but a firm believer. 
It was hard—it was horrible—but it was won- 
derful, sir, wonderful! ”’ 


eool, and was not a 





“T°HE following beautiful letter, which was written by 

Edith Cavell to her Belgian nurses the day befor 
her death has reached the American papers, having bee: 
translated from the French and sent by a Dutch nurs: 
to the Alumne News of the New York Hospital :— 

My Dear Nurses: I am writing to you in this sad 
hour to bid you farewell. You will remember that t! 
17th of September brought to an end my eight years a 
directress of the Training School. I have been extreme! 
happy to be called to aid in the direction of the wor 
which our committee has founded. On October 1st, 190 
there were only four young pupils. You are now alread 
quite numerous, I believe fifty including those wl! 
graduated. I have told you on different occasions about 
the difficulties attending our start, even in such detai 
as the choice of words to communicate the hours of s: 
vice, off duty, etc. All these conditions were new to t 
profess§on in Belgium. Little by little one service af 
another was established; graduate nurses to do priv 
nursing, pupil nurses were assigned to the Hospital of 
Gilles, also the Institute of Dr. Depage, the Institute of 
Beysinghen, the Clinic of Dr. Mayer, and at present 
many are being called, as you all will likely be late: 
take care of the brave soldiers wounded in the w 
During the past year our work has diminished, owing t 
the sad experience we are having, but in happier day: 
come our duties will increase with new vigour, and 
beneficial results. 

If I speak concerning the past it is because it is some- 
times wise to look behind on the road we have travelled 
and to take account of our errors as well as our progress 
In your beautiful Institute you will have a greater 
number of patients and also all you will need both for 
their comfort and your own. To my great regret, I have 
not always had an opportunity to confer with you in 
person. You know what a burden I carry. 

I hope you will never forget our evening talks. I told 
you that your devotion would bring true happiness, and 
that the thought that you have done your duty before 
God and your own conscience will be your greatest sup- 
port in the trying periods of life, and in the face of 
death. 

Two or three of you will remember our little intimate 
talks. Do not forget them. Having arrived at mature 
age, I have perhaps been able to see more clearly than 
you, and point out the straight path. 

One word more. Beware of uncharitable speech. (Can 
I say—loving your country as I do—that it is your 
greatest weakness? I have seen many unfortunate 
occurrences in these years that might have been avoided 
or lessened if certain little insinuations had not been 
expressed, oftentimes doubtless without any evil inten- 
tion, but resulting in ruined reputation, happiness, per- 
haps even the life of someone. My nurses should re- 
member this fact, and try to cultivate loyalty and esprit 
de corps. 

Should any of you have a grievance against me, I pray 
for your pardon. I may sometimes have been too severe, 
but never voluntarily unjust, and I have loved’ you all, 
much more than you realise. 

My good wishes for the happiness of all my y 
girls, those who have graduated as well as those who 
still in the Institution, and thank you for all the | 
ness you have always shown me. — 

Your devoted Divrectress, 
E. Cavt 

Octoher 11th, 1915. 








COURAGE 


COURAGE is endurance of the soul. . . 
Thoughtful courage is a quality possessed by very fev 


Plat 


Be great to act, as you have been in thought; 
Be stirring as the time; be fire with fire; 

so shall inferior eyes 
Grow great by your example, and put on 
The dauntless spirit of resolution.—Shakespeare. 
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Hospitals and General 





Contracts Co., Ltd. 


WE consider this organisation 

an extension of the store 
room of every hospital, sick- 
room and doctor’s office that we 
serve. As very many doctors 
and nurses have learned to their 
grief and vexation, it is too often 
the case that in ordinary com- 
mercial establishments there is 
no understanding whatever of 
the urgent conditions that may 





19 t 35 


Mortimer Street, 
Lonpon, W. I. 











be at the back of an order, per- 
haps even a very small order, 
But WE understand—here at 
H. & G. We have been serving 
doctors and nurses for many 
years. We know how important 
lime may be, and the know- 
ledge that we do understand 
adds immeasurably to the con- 
fidence and ease of mind of our 
customers. 





Sharp point Scissors, screw 
jointed ; hand - forged, 
polished, § ins. 2/-; nickel- 
plated, 


INVALID’S CHAIR. 


This most neat and useful chair 
for invalids, or for night use, is 
well made and french-polished ; 
the back and seat are caned, and 
it is fitted with a trapped pan. In 
oak, mahogany or walnut, 45/-. 
In birch, any colour, 


£2 





Enamelled steel (No. 2230- 
31). Prices 


M.3/9 _ F. 4/- 








The simplest, cheapest, most convenient bed rest; made 

wholly of sail cloth, pliant and soft to the back. Compact, portable 

and very durable; easily placed in position or removed without 

disturbing the patient; easily disinfected or washed, preventing 
dirt, infection or smell. 








Spring forceps, tong pattern 
(No. 2952), size 6 ins., 2/-; 


5 ins. 
1/9 


It saves the 
expense of air or 
water pillows. 
The Lansdown 
(No. 2374) bed 


rest. 


10/6 


HOSPITALS & GENERAL 


CONTRACTS CO., LTD. 





c— 


Su: 


Director and ear scoop com- 
bined; a particularly useful 
combination, well finished 
and of reliable “ professional 
quality ” (No. 2913), price 


1/6 

















Departments: 

Surgical Instruments. Antiseptic and Aseptic 

Dressings. Invalid and General Furniture. 
Uniform Materials. 

Hospital Furniture. 


Contractors to: The War Office, The Admiralty, 


Linens, etc. Drugs. The British Red Cross Society, ete. 











Always address your communications to: 


19-35 “tonvon, w. 1. 





Telephones: Museum 3140, etc. Codes: A.B.C., Fifth Edition. 


Telegrams: “Contracting London.” 











Bs 
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TETANUS, TYPHOID ano DIPHTHERIA PROPHYLAXIS. 


Para-Tetanine is a Anr-Teramc Qusyine Powoxr FR) Para-Tetanine is 
(| = applied to the wound as soon 

wus possible after the injury. 

It has a further great ad- 

vantage in acting as a 











dusting or dressing powder 
for wounds, it consists of 
very active anti - tetanic 


serum intimately mixed with 


hemostatic, arresting the 
Dermatol. f \ hemorrhage which is so fre 


Para-Tetanine acts aso quently in evidence. 
e wets as é 


PREVENTIVE of TETANUS. J} W<t PASE | The Para -Tetanine 


dressing comes away quite 





It retains its activity for an | easily; never produces any 


indefinite period, q | | ill-effects. 





Entero-vaccin is the not dissolve until they have 


name given to cultures of Pg ' passed through thestomach 
['yphoid-bacilli, which have aA Sete They give absolute immunity 


been = specially yrepared f = ; aa aes 
rE pec y pre} a, 4 & =| against typhoid. This treat 
desiccated and made up f 
into spherules, keratine Ment constitutes intestinal 
coated: these are adminis- inoculation without the 
tered bv the mouth and do > : least risk. 

P TYPHOID BACILLI 











180,000 cases have been treated by this method in the French Army, besides being 
used by 2,500 doctors in districts subject to typhoid epidemics, and has in 
every instance given satisfaction. 


Anti-Diphtheritic Tablets (lig. 1) are prepared with a special serum, which is capable o! 
destroying the bacilli and also neutralising the toxins secreted by them. The tablets are absolutel\ 
harmless. Allowed to slowly dissolve in the mouth, they act as preventives where one is exposed to direct 
- or indirect infection, also for cases 

me Prceared WITH DRY  — ) of diphtheritic convalescence. 


ANT: Dipy 
Tue ANGLOFRENCE 
I LonpoN. ec. 


SEES EST STS 
—— SS = 




















Anti-diphtheritic Serum 
for Topical Application. 


(Fig. 2.) 





For painting or spraying suspected 
sore throat or the nasal mucous 
surfaces for coryza. This appli- 
cation is exceedingly valuable in 
cases of diphtheritic convalescence 
to hasten the destruction of the 
serms in the mucous membrane of 


a the throat and nasal fosse. Fig, 2. 





FURTHER LITERATURE ON REQUEST. 


THE ANGLO-FRENCH DRUG CO., Ltd., Gamage Building, Holborn, London, E.C. 


(Late M. BRESILLON & CO.) 
Telephone: HOLBORN 1311. Telegrams: “ AMPSALVAS.” 
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THE ROYAL BRITISH COLLEGE OF NURSING 


THE IRISH BOARD. 


T° HE constitution of the Irish Board as approved by 
the Council of the College on April 19th, 1917, is 
is follows : 

1. That a Local Bcard for Ireland, to be designated 
the Irish Board, be established for the superintendence 
f the affairs of the College of Nursing in Ireland. 

2. That the first Irish Board be composed of thirty 
members. ° 
3. That the, Irish Board nominate six members to re- 
present Ireland on the Council of the College. 

4. Should any casual vacancy occur on the Board, the 
oard shall elect a person to hold office for the remainder 
of the period during which the member vacating his 
ippointment would have held office. 

5. That every standing committee of the Council of 
the College shall include at least one Irish representative 
1 SIX. 

6. That the Irish Board shall be free to regulate its 
meetings and proceedings, subject to the approval of the 
Council. 

7. That the Irish Board shall from time to time report 
to the Council through the consultative committee what 
hospitals in Ireland possess nursing schools whose training 
may be accepted as qualifying for the register of the 
College. 

8. That the Irish Board shall report to the Council, 
through the College registration committee, as to the quali- 
fications of applicants for membership of the College, 
vho have already completed their training in Ireland, or 
may complete their training during the period of grace. 

9. That all examinations in Irish nursing schools shall 
be conducted in conformity with the standard of ex- 
imination determined by the College Council by examiners 
appointed by the Council upon the nomination of the 
[rish Board through the examination committee. 

10. That the Irish Board shall be provided with a local 
secretary resident in Ireland, and with an office, the ex 
penses to be defrayed by the College. The secretary 
shall be appointed by the Council upon the nomination 
of the Irish Board, and shall carry out such duties as 
the Board may arrange. 

11. That the Irish Board shall annually prepare and 
send to the secretary of the finance committee an estimate 
inder various heads of the moneys required for expendi- 
ture by the Board, including wavalling expenses of 
members to London. 

12. That the estimate, when approved by the Council, 
ind the amounts included therein, shall be appropriated 
to the several objects specified in the estimate, and the 
lrish Board shall be authorised to expend sums not ex- 
ceeding such amounts during the financial year for the 
everal objects so specified. No expenditure shall be 
incurred by the Board except such as is provided for in 
the annual vote. Any proposed expenditure not so pro- 
ided for shall be the subject of a special estimate sub- 
mitted by the Irish Board to the Council through the 
finance committee. 

13. That periodical returns of the expenditure incurred 
shall be submitted to the finance committee, and the 
finance committee shall present to the Council, at the 
termination of each financial year, a statement thereon 
with such comments as they may think advisable 

The names of the members of the Trish Board appear 

p. 532. 


COLLEGE MEETING AT CHELSEA 


ARIOUS questions connected with the Royal College 
of Nursing were discussed on Friday night when, 
the invitation of Miss Barton, the matrons and several 
f the staffs from some of the hospitals near by met in 
the nurses’ beautiful sitting-room at Chelsea Infirmary. 
Barton, the matron, ‘introducing Miss Rundle, 
‘ecretary of the College, said it had been her dream 
through all her nursing life that there might some day 
be a College of this sort to set a high standard for 
irses and to raise their professional status. 
Miss Rundle very briefly and clearly explained certain 


\liss 





aspects of the scheme, and the advantages it would afford 
to nurses in small and specialised hospitals where a sufi- 
ciently wide experience could not be obtained, by the 
proposed system of affiliation with large hospitals where 
the term of training might be completed. 

In reference to this, the Matron of the Brompton Hos- 
pital for Consumption was of opinion that it was desirable 
that nurses should take their extended training in the 
middle of their term and return to the first hospital to 
complete the course, so that they might come again into 
personal touch with the first matron and staff, who would 
continue to take an interest in them after they had 
passed their final examinations. 

One question cropping up more than once in the dis- 
cussion that followed was whether the hospital final 
examination would come before or after the portal ex- 
amination to the College of Nursing, and it was argued 
that unless the hospital put its own examination first 
it would lose a good deal of its individuality. It was 
important that the nurse should carry into her profes 
sional life the distinguishing mark of her own school. 
This is one of the questions still to be settled by the 
Board. 

The Resident Medical Officer of the Infirmary asked how 
the College could secure uniformity in its examinations if 
they were held simultaneously in all parts of the country. 
He obviously had in his mind the oral examinations and 
the gold medals of the medical student when he pointed 
out what varying methods trained examiners use. Miss 
Rundle said that in addition to the portal examination 
further examinations would probably be instituted for 
nurses who wished for special diplomas and honours. 

Questions were raised as to the fate of a nurse who 
failed at the College examination—she would still have 
her hospital certificate, but would not be a member of 
the College; as to the possibility of a candidate who 
had proved thoroughly unsatisfactory in her training 
being allowed to sit for the College examination—this 
would probably be prevented by her own matron; and 
as to what was meant by the “period of grace.” 

It was pretty evident in the discussion that the nurses 
present were. well informed as to the general scheme of 
the College of Nursing and only required information 
on small points, most of which have yet to be settled. 








TO LONDON IN APRIL, 1917 
slush below! 


How can you treat your children so? 
Here’s April, and scarcely a leaf in blow— 


Murk above and 


Cold, cold crocuses in a row; 

Where are the Springs of long ago? 

This isn’t playing the game, you know, 
London ! 


And yet—such gifts you fling at our feet: 

Drop gold and rubies down the wet street 

(Tears in the eyes of my Lady sweet) ; 

Ours lordly pigeons that strut superb; 

Ours the first primrose on the kerb; 

Ours—perhaps—Aldwych willow-herb! 

Ours grey-blue barges ploughing West; 

Ours pink-toed gulls that swoop to rest 

On a little wave with a shining crest, 
London ! 


And sudden—he thinks you have sulked enough 

Rude Boreas, with fingers rough, 

Disperses your gloom like a dandelion puff, 
London ! 


And when the sun has struggled through 
The murky veil that was shrouding you 
You laugh, O London, and we laugh too, 
And forgive you, London, whatever you do. 
Our wandering feet you will always woo; 
We would not alter a mood of you, 
London ! 
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NURSING THE 
CLARION CALL 


LORD DERBY’S 


ORD DERBY 
Within the 
to call upon tn 
more of its 
caused by t 


has circulated the following lette: 
last few days the Government has had 
medical profession for the services of 
members, in order to meet the situation 
dastardly torpedoing of hospital ships by 
it is ne essary, ‘1 order te complete hospital 
sstablishments should be made 
nurses tor now to 


the enemy 
demand 
and | 


that a similar 


upon their services, ventul 


make that appeal 
urgent need; they must 
But 


essary 


Fully-trained nurses a am 
be forth g immediately, and in large numbers. 
I feel that, just as in the of doctors, it is nec 
to safeguard the welfare of civil population at home, 
and that nurses should only be secured with the co-opera 
tion and good will of ithorities of civil 
pital, poor law infirmary, and institution supplying 
nurses. I therefore appeal to these authorities to review 
at once their present staffs of and to set at 
liberty for military s¢ every available certificated 
nurse who is willing to serve, and I would that the 
names of should at reported to the 

Adastral Embankment, 


min 


the ai every hos- 


nurses, 
rvice 
ask 
once be 


House, 


such 


appeal to every who has retired from 
ion to offer her services to her training school, 
of the local institutions, in order 
thereby enable the authorities of those in- 


release a nurse capable of undertaking the 


nurse 
hospitals or 


stitutions to 
more strenuous duties of military service 
[ also trained nurses who have left the 
military service to whether vill not again 
enrol themselves in that 
Finally, I appeal to every nurse 
a three years’ certificate for 
who is free to offer her services, 
Matron-in-Chief, War Office, Adastral 
ment, E.C. 4 
I cannot end this appeal without making reference to 
the splendid work of nurses for the sick and wounded, 


appeal to those 
consider they 
service. 

who is in possession 
training, and 
to apply at once to the 


House, Embank- 


} 
general 





" 
WOUNDED 

TO NURSES 

and to the courage and devotion to duty displayed un 
fire, in the field, and in mined and torpedoed hospit 
ships in this war. The Nursing Service has a glori 
record, and I feel confident that many will now ansv 
to the call to join a service which has done so much 


the country, and to which the country owes such a di 
of gratitude. 


IN PETROGRAD 


BRITISH who has served in Egypt, 
f£\ Dardanelles, and Rumania, gives in the We 
Dispatch an account of her experiences during the Rus 
Revolution. On the eventful Monday she saw the 
cession of revolutionaries and soldiers walking along 
street ; soldiers and women and children shot d 
by machine-guns on the roofs; the soldiers, however, 
the police, brought the guns down, and fixed then 
lorries. Then the went on to the Duma, 
lorries with the wheat which had been 
cealed from the starving people passed by. The Ar 
Russian Hospital received many wounded ; ‘‘ bodies 
lying about everywhere—in the z-ray room, in 
operating theatres, on the floor, on the and 
these brave Russian people were so very calm about 
She and other nurses and an orderly dashed throug 
hail of bullets to rescue their personal belongings. 
pays a fine tribute to the courage of Lady Sybil Gre: 


nurse 


saw 


procession 
sat ks ot 


soon 


stairs, 


WOUNDED AND TORPEDOED 


WOMAN in charge of a Y.M.C.A. hut at 
F Gets to the J'imes the following 
landing of the survivors of the hospital ship Lanfranc 

‘Many of the men were only half-dressed and all w« 
cold and hungry. We made a great horseshoe of 


account of t! 


[- 
ne 
re 


ur 


tables round the stove, and got them all a hot breakfast. 


‘“‘Three of them were so badly wounded that they hz 
to be laid on tables. It was awful to see men with t 
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THE HARVARD U.S.A. 


UNIT IN LONDON 


Sport and General 
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HORROCKSES 


LONGCLOTH 


“THE TIMES” ES HORROCKSES'’ 


says: “To the 
housewife of to- Longcloths, 


day, as to her Flannelettes, 
mother, grand- S -. and 
mother, and . : 
geeat-grend- [ a Sheetings, 
mother,thename [}... / 74 JR | ye SS SOLD 
of ‘ Horrockses’ ok 7, Br los ff 

is a hall - mark We OO: Ge: BY 

of excellence Tl @ Ex DRAPERS 
and quality ALL x - 4 
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Registered Trade Mark ‘‘ Osphatine ” 
The rational inimitable Food. 

Associated with milk, pleases by its exquisite taste. Necessary to 
children, especially at the time of weaning and during growth. Faclll- 
tates teething. Assists the formation of the bones. Agrees with all 
delicate stomachs. — Excellent for nurses, invalids and the aged. 


Insist on the registered mark “‘ OSPHATINE"’ 
Samples sent free to Nurses on application tothe Sole Agent: F.H. MERTENS, 64,Holborn Viaduct, LONDON, B.C. 


SOLD BY ALL CHEMISTS, STORES, «rc. 
GuNERAL Depot: G. PRUNIER & C*, 6, Rue de la Tacherie, PARIS 
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To Avoid 
Sleeplessness. 


OR those who suffer from sleep- Lecithin, the assimilable organic com 
lessness a cup of “Ovaltine”—taken pound of phosphorus, and provides 
just before retiring —will be found an abundant supply of restorative 
to ensure healthy refreshing sleep. material to soothe and repair the 
wasted nerve cells. 
Sleeplessness is often caused by going 
to bed with an empty stomach, when ‘Ovaltine” is prepared from the best 
the feeling of hunger produces rest of natural tonic foods — Malt, Milk 
lessness. ‘“Ovultine” provides ample and Eggs — by a special process of 
nourishment, arouses no_ digestive extraction, concentration and desicca 
activity, but is entirely and_ easily _ tion. Its high food value, rapid 
assimilated, even when the digestive assimilation, delicious flavour, ease of 
functions are disordered. preparation and a rich organic phos- 
phorus content have won for it the 
Sleeplessness is sometimes the re high favour it enjoys amongst members 
of nervous strain) and exhausuon. of the Medical and Nursing Professions 


“QOvaltine” is particularly as, the best tonic food. 


OVALTINE 


TONIC FOOD BEVERAGE 


Obtainable from all Chemists at 1/4, 2/3 and 4/-. 
The makers will be pleased to send a qualified nurse a sufficient 
quantity for trial in any case she has under her charge. 

A. WANDER, LTD., 
Coweross St., London, E.C. hk 
Works: King’s Langley, 
Hertfordshire. 








153- 


> om IDEAL BEVERAGE @ 
; A COM PLETE FOOP «4 4 


Special Note :— 


“ Ovaltine” is not only invaluable toa Nurse 
for the use of her patients—it is also invalu- 
able for the Nurse herself. It gives strength, 
vitality and endurance, and is a splendid 
“pick-me-up.” With a few biscuits a cup 
of “ Ovaltine” forms a satisfying meal, or it 
should supersede tea or coffee as the daily 





beverage. 








“Ovaltine” is a British Product.- 


it «8 well to mention “The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 
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NURSING THE WOUNDED 


dages torn off their wounded limbs, and the stories 
told bring home to one most forcibly what a ship 
ck of wounded soldiers must be like. 
\fter we had got all straight and tidy, some of the 
nded went to the piano and began to sing—they 
wonderful! It made us feel queer to hear them 
‘Pack Up Your Troubles in Your Old Kit-bag.’ 
\fter a little while Miss Waldegrave went to them 
nd said that she felt they ought to give thanks for being 
would they join in a hymn? Every man came to 
piano, except one who was too bad to move (the 
t cases had been taken away). They sang most 
derfully, ‘O God our Help in Ages Past.’ Then Miss 
degrave said a short prayer, and before she could 
away one of the men said might they have ‘For 
e in Peril on the Sea, for their mates, as they did 
know where they might be? 
[ have never heard anything like it. Many broke 
n. In the middle the cars came to take them away 
finished the hymn and then said good-bye. They 
pped ‘our hands until it was painful. Many of them 
back two or three times and said, ‘Thank you, thank 
we shall never forget this morning.” We shall cer- 
never forget them, and the stories they told. One 
iose rescued had neither arms nor legs; another, who 
lost both hands and both feet, managed to get on 
unaided!” 
> 


AN EDINBURGH RED CROSS HOSPITAI. 
LTHOUGH the last of the many Red Cross Hos 
f\ pitals in the Edinburgh district to be brought to ow 
tice, Mayfield at Trinity is not the least important 
Some idea of the beneficent work it has done during 
e two years it has been in existence is conveyed by 
he simple fact that 700 sick and wounded soldiers hav: 
ved its hospitality 
1e hospital stands fou 
and is cosily sheltered by trees on all sides save the 
[t looks aeross the broad 
obtaining a magnificent 


square to all the winds that 


h, which is somewhat open 


of Inverleith Gardens, 





(continued ) 


view of the Scottish capital, with the lion-like figure and 
the bold ridge of Salisbury Craig ag background. May 
field House was generously handed over to the Red Cross 
Society by the Salvesen family, representative of whom 
is Lord Salvesen, who, in addition to his judicial work, 
has taken an active part in all patriotic and philanthropic 
movements, civil and military 

The “‘auld hoose”’ was admirably adapted to hospita 
purposes, with its stately interior, culminating in an 
ornamental cupola that sheds abundance of light. Th« 
hall, like the gallery midway, is of oak, and round thes 
are the seven wards, affording acommodation for forty 
four beds, Of fair proportions, the wards are bright 
and bonnie when seen in the copious window light that 
streams in mainly from the south and south-west. At the 
time of our visit they looked the acme of comfort and 
order, and the patients supremely happy. Amid fow 
acres of ground, there is ample scope for exercise. It 
was « pleasure to see one of the patients book-hunting 
in the library of the hall, placed his disposal by the 
learned Lord of Session. 

The matron is Miss Jessie Brown, trained many years 
since at the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary Her staff of 
from twelve to fourteen are mainly V.A.D 
whom she speaks highly 


members, of 


HONOURS 


( N Wednesday last week the Kin 
Dit Royal Red Cross (First 
Matron Lilian Cushon, Matron Isabel Bennett, Matron 
Mildred Heather-Bigg, Matron Alice Bird, Matron Laura 
Bradburne Matron Mabel Matron Elizabeth 
Dodds, Matron Annie Dowbiggin, Matron Edith Eddison, 
Matron Marion Foggett, Matron Mary Hamer, Matron 
Elizabeth Hezlett, Matron Pamela Hill, Matron Rachel 
Jones, Matron Mary McGivney, Matron Anna Phillips, 
and Miss Audrey Buller (Civil Nursing Service), and 
Miss Rache] Crowdy (V.A-D Photographs of some of 
the recipients will be found on pp. 544 and 547 


rated with 
Principal 


Cave, 





PATIENTS AND STAFF AT 


MAYFIELD 


HOSPITAL, BDINBURGH. 
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The R.R.C. (Second Class) was bestowed on Matron 
Janet Amour, Matron Jeannie Jordan, Matron Margretta 
Thornton, Lady Superintendent Alice Kelly, Assistant 
Matron Elizabeth Bullivant, Sister Alice Alexander, Sister 
Mildred Allbeury, Sister Emma Barnes, Sister Alfreda 
Blakesley, Sister Emma _ Bramwell, Sister Gertrude 
Bygrave, Sister Grace Carswell, Sister Lilian Cook, 
Sister Elsie Harse, Sister Kathleen Kennedy, Sister Mar- 
garet Lytle, Sister Evelyn McMunn, Sister Monica 
Somers, Sister Alice Taylor, Staff’ Nurse Catherine Car- 
michael, Staff Nurse Christina Carvel, and Staff ‘Nurse 
Elizabeth Charles (Civil Nurse Reserve), and Mrs. Dent 
(V.A.D.). 





MISS BRADBOURNE, R.R.C. 
(Matron, Meath Hospital, Dublin.) 











MISS R. JONES, R.R.C. 
(Matron, Officers’ Hospital, Dublin.) 


* FARCROFT : 





NURSES POSTED TO WAR DUTY 
Jotnt War Commitrer (Home SERVICE). 


ALTRINCHAM: Raynor Crorr AvuxintiaRy Mirirary Hos 
PITAL.—Miss M. Munro. 
Boston: HoxtpeN House Rep 

M. M. Doyle. 
CaLNE: Pavition Hosprran ANNEXE.—Mrs. B. M. M 
wether. 
CaMPDEN (GLos.): Norton Hatt.—Miss M. Hamilt 
CLEVEDEN: OAKLANDS Rep Cross Hospitat.—Mrs 
Mahoney. 
Tae Grance Hospitrat.—Miss K. O'Neill. 
Hanpsworta AvxiLtiaRy Hosprrat.—Mis 


Cross HOspImrat.- 


Jolifie. 
GUILDFORD : CranpON Park Hospirat.—Mrs. H. Gra 
Hentey Park.—Miss M. Wight. 
Hampron Court: AUXILIARY MILITARY 
V. Westcott, 
HASLEMERE: CHurcH Hitt AUXILIARY 
L. E. Methuen. 
HeENLEY-ON-THaMeSs: Rep Cross 
Edwards, Miss E, C. Randall. 
Hincuam (Norroik) : HarpINGHAM HALI Mrs. E. \ 
Irswich : Broapwater Hospirat.—Miss F. M. Beck 
LEAMINGTON: THe WarRREN AvxitIARyY Hospital Miss 
E. M. Barton, ; 
LEVENSHULME: Brook House Hosprtat, Burnacs Lans.— 
Miss A. Hyde. 
Lonpon (26 ParK LANE) : 
N. Cowell. 
THE Maxirto 
S. A. S. Clark 
Marestec : Corrace Hosprrat.—Miss T. Poulsen. 
Market Drayton: Sr. Joun Hospitar, WerstTHoime.— 
Miss E. A. Hextall. 
Newsury (Berks): KINGSCLERE 
Hillcoat. 
Newton Assotr: V.A. Hospitat.—Miss E. Saunders 
NORTHAMPTON : ABINGTON AveNUE Hosritat.—Mrs. M 
Prall. 
Preston: Moor Park Hosprrat.—Miss B. M. Higgins, 
Miss C. E. W. McNair, Miss E. Williams. 
RICKMANSWORTH: Sr. <Avcustrne’s Haty.—Mrs. B 
Priestley. 
Seanam (Co. Dunnam): Seanam Hartt Avxiniary Hos- 
PITAL.—Miss A. A. Haynes, Miss E. M. Perkins. 
SHORTLANDS (Kent): V.A. Hosprtat.—Miss A. Lee, Miss 
N. M. Roberts. 

SourHwett : BrackenHurst Hatit.—Miss M. E. Wood. 

SroursrRipGe : Stuptey Court.—Miss M. Rae. 

Stanmore: THe Warpett Hosprran.—Miss K. Wallace. 

SwaFrHaM: NarporovucH Hartt Avxitrary Hospirat.— 
Miss L. A. Randall. 

TewkKessury : Rep Cross Hospitar.—Miss M. Gilmore. 

Totnes : Fortraton House Hospitar.—Mrs. A. M. Jones, 
Miss R. Tregaskis. 

— V.A. Hosprrat.—-Miss A. E. Palmer. 

TynemoutH : Percy Garpens V.A. Hosprtat.—Miss lL. 
Humphreys. 

Wattasey: Rep Cross Hosprrau.—Mrs. L. 

Wetrorp (Near Ruasy): Sutsy Hart V.A. 
Miss H. M. Page. 

Wimporne: Newron Rep Cross Hospitat, SturnmMrstTeR 
MarsHatt.—Miss M. F. Graham. 

WINDLESHAM: Moor Muitary Hosprtat.—Miss | 
Browning. 

WORCESTER : 
M. A. C. 


Hospital 
Hosptt Al 


Hospitrat.— Mis 


HospitaL FOR OFFICERS.— Miss 


Hospitat, Prince’s Roap.- Miss 


Hovusr.—Miss E. M 


Tedd 
Hosp 


tHypDD Court, Hantey Caster 


Purcell. 


Joint War Committee (Fore1Gn Service). 


Bovtocne.—Miss M. E. Dormer, Miss E. M. Staunton, 
Miss H. M. Staunton. 

Etaptes : Bricape Hosprrat.—Miss V. Banks. 

La Panne.—Miss M. Bell-Miller, Miss M. L. Greaves. 








Ovr photographs of matrons decorated with the 
R.R.C. are by Messrs. Bassano, Ltd., Old Bond ‘t eet, 
Ww. 
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JAIRIDOX 





Sample gladly sent post free 

on receipt of professional card, ras, 

JARDOX Ltd., Crystal Palace 
4, 

Works, Anerley, London, S.E. 20 Hsted and aaticiout 








ECONOMY 


JARDOX is true concentrated Beef 
Essence and is only about a quarter 
the cost of ordinary Beef Tea, 
though equally nutritious, sustaining 
and invigorating. 

JARDOX is not merely a stimulant, 
but an active food, and rebuilds 
nerve and tissue. 

There is no waste with JARDOX. 
The exact quantity desired can be 
prepared at any moment. 





Comcintnare® ag 
HARDoy ison itself @ we 
on ne 

‘dinung in addi trot ° 


Beef Food. 


the 
od Extracteve* - ” 
” b Fibrine of Be 


ly 
Shing. stimulatnd © + 


















































=-OINTMENT 


for all 


SKIN DISEASES 


Testimonial 1195. 

“| have been a sufferer from psoriasis since | was 
18; 1 am now 40 and have suffered terribly all 
these years. 1 was recommended to try Sphagnol 
Ointment, and although | had no hope, fer | had 
tried so many remedies and been disappointed, 
yet I am pleased to say that after a week's use 
there was a marked improvement, and after 
using two boxes of ointment and one tablet of 
soap, there is not a blemish on my skin.” 








Every Nurse cantest Sphagnol free. Send 
your professional card tothe proprietors. 


PEAT PRODUCTS (SPHAGNOL) LTD. 
19 Queenhithe, Upper Thames St. LONDON, E.C. 4. 








Healthy Wome 


especially Nurses and Mothers, must wear “‘ healthy" Corsets, 
and the “‘ Natural Ease” Corset is the most healthy of all. Every 
wearer savs so, While moulding the figure to the most delicate 
lines of feminine yrace, they vastly improve the health. 


‘THE CORSET 
OF HEALTH. 


The Natural Ease 
Corset, Style 2. 


7/11 pair. 
Postage abroad extra. 


Complete with Special 
Detachable Suspenders. 


StocKed in all sizes 
from 20 to 30. Made 
is: finest qualityDrill. 


SPECIAL POINTS OF INTEREST. 

No bones or steels to drag, hurt, or break. 

No lacing at the back. 

Made of strong, durable drill of finest quality, with special 
suspenders, detachable for washing purposes, 

It is laced at the sides with elastic cord to expand freely when 
breathing. 

It is fitted with adjustable shoulder straps. 

It has a short (9 in.) busk in front which ensures a perfect mone, and 
is fastened at the top and bottom with non-rusting Hooks yes. 

It can be easily washed at home, having nothing to rust or tarnish. 





Wear the ** Natural Ease" Corset and free yourself from 
Indigestioa, Constipation, and scores of other ailments 
so distressful to Women. 





These Corsets are specially recommended for ladies who enjoy 
cycling, tennis, dancing, golf» &c., as there is nothing to hurt 
or break. Singers, Actresses and Invalids will find wonderful 
assistance, as they enable them to breathe with perfect freedom, 
All women, especially housewives and those employed in occupa- 
tions demanding constant movement, appreciate the “ Natural 
Ease” Corsets. They yield freely to every movement of the 
body, and whilst giving beauty of figure are the most comfort- 
able Corsets ever worn. 


SEND FOR YOURS TO-DAY. 


HEALTH SUPPLIES STORES, 
Room 191, 19/23 Ludgate Hill, London, E.C. 4. 











4 


FRAGRANT 
& NON-POISONOUS 


DISINFECTANT 


DOES NOT STAIN LINEN 
1/3 Bottles Fluid 

6° Bottles Fluid N°2 (Crude) 
6°&1/- Tins Powder 


Jo- ow ee 
QDS & Fy mig s\ 





it is well to mention “The Nursing Times” when answering its Advertisements. 




















THE NURSING 


TIMES 


May 5, 1997. 











ST. JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE AND 
ST. JOHN AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION 
V.A.D,. 





STRAW HATS for the SUMMER. 


The Straw Hats for the Members of this 
Society are now ready. They are made 
in good Black Straw with Black Ribbon 
with White edge for ordinary members, 
and Grey with White edge for Command- 
ants ani Officers. The price is 5/9, and 
1/- extra for Box Crate and Postage, and 
the s»ecial quality made for Commandants 
and Officers, price 10/9, and 1/- for Box 
Crate and Postage. 


Loose Bands, with Bows attached, for 
Members and Officers, 1/6 each. 





Members will have observed the excellent 
value that has been given in the various 
Hats supplied. It is not possible in the 
ordinary way to produce these Hats at 
such a low price. We are doing it to help 
‘the various socicties, hence the reason 
we have been obliged to charge 1/- 
towards Box Crate and Postage. 





Any of the Articles illustrated in our New 
Catalogue can be sent to the Expedition- 
ary Force Hospitals packed in wood box 
3/- post free. 





REMITTANCE MUST ACCOMPANY ALL ORDERS. 


SCOTTS, 1, OLD BOND 


VAL APPOAy>. 


é 





St. John Ambulance Brigade & V.A.D. 


Territorial Nursing Service. 
Canadian Nursing Sisters. 


All the Regulation Hats are now ready. 
Prices and full particulars in our New 
Nurses’ Catalogue, which is sent post free 
on application. 





Where six or more Hats are ordered they 
will be sent Carriage Free. 











BRITISH RED CROSS SOCIETY. 























THE REGULATION STRAW HAT. 


We have now ready the Straw Hats fo: 
the Members of the British Red Cross 
V.A.D. It is a pretty Navy Blue Straw 
Hat in two sizes, with Navy Blue and 
White Ribbon of unique design. Price 
5/9 and 10/9, and 1/- extra for Box Crate 
and Postage. We have a few now reacy 
for those placing orders early. For 
Commandants and Officers in an extra 
quality 10/9, with 1/- extra for postage, 
etc. 


Loose Ribbons, Bows attached. for 
Members and Officers, 1/6 each. Badges 
1/- each. 


STREET, PICCADILLY, W. 1. 


— ee 
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MISS BENNETT, RBR.R.C. 
Metropolitan Hospital, London.) 





MISS CAVE, R.R.¢ 


Vatron, West Suffolk General Hospital.) 




















WOUNDED TOMMIEBS CHEER MISS BIRD, MATRON OF 





MISS M. BAXTER, R.R.C. 
(Coulter Hospital.) 


THE GREA! 


By ourtes ft Sketcl 


NORTHERN CENTRAL HOSPITAI 


MISS M. M. THORBURN, R.R.C. 
(Matron, County of London War Hospital, Horton.) 
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ST. THOMAS’S HOSPITAL 
A NEW FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE MEMORIAL 


HE Archbishop of Canterbury dedicated at St. 

Thomas's Hospital on Wednesday in last’ week (St. 
Mark’s Day, as the Form of Service reminded us) the 
beautiful bas-relief by Mr. Arthur Walker, the sculptor 
of the Nightingale statue in Waterloo Place, and of the 
relief in the crypt of St. Paul’s Cathedral. The St. 
[Thomas's memorial is a replica of that at St. Paul’s, and 
our illustration shows the design, which is framed in 
veined alabaster, and is on the south wall of the hospital 
hapel. 

The ceremony was a touching and simple one. The 
Treasurer of the Hospital asked the Archbishop to dedi 
at the tablet ‘‘to the glory of God,’ and the Arch- 
bishop did so in these words: ‘‘In the faith and fear of 
God, that henceforth Florence Nightingale, of the Order 
of Merit, shall be kept in remembrance by those who 
worship in this place: I, Randall, by Divine providence 
Archbishop of this Pro- 





vince, the su cessor of St =“ Sa? « 

Thomas of ( anterbury, J eee Sennen 

under whose protection this | , ry we. 
: 


hospital was first founded, 2 aed 


dedicate this memorial to . 4 
the glory of God; in the ty 
name of the Father and of } 
the Son, and of the Holy ’ 4 
Ghost. Amen.” ts & 

A short service followed, 
with an address, in which 
the Archbishop said the 
memorial was in every way | 
*‘just right”; in the rignt 
place, the right time, 
among the _ right people, 
and for the right purpos 
Florence Nightingale’s gifts 
were of a wider range than 
anyone, up to three or 
four years ago, had real 
ised; in the biography 
then published the history 
of her preparation for her 
life’s work was fully 
given. Her powers of or- 
ganisation and _ influence 
were perhaps unique in 
her generation; frequently 
her strong will came int« 
conflict with that of others 
“One of the _ greatest 
women of our own or any 
other age,”’ her biographer 
had written of her. But 
he was not there that 
afternoon to tell of hei 
life, its successes, or its 
few failures, or to appraise 
with exactitude its actual 
value to the world = in 
general but to dedicate 
the memorial in the place 
with which she was in 
timately connected, and 
with which she would be _ permanently associated, 
Her scheme took shape there fifty-seven years ago. 
In speaking to those present he did not need to dwell 
upon the importance or the fruits of that scheme 
they were gathered not only in the hospital, but in the 
centre whence the inspiration for the whole came, and 
at the moment in our country’s story when a greater 
stride than even she had ever dreamed of had been made 
in women’s work. The most fearful war that had ever 
been in the world’s history had given occasion for the 
showing of the real meaning of the Biblical phrase, 
“‘cifts of healing.” 

There were present not only the nurses of the hospital 
—the inheritors of her skill, tenderness, and high enthu- 


NIGHTINGALE MEMORIAL 





ie a 


Al 





siasm—but some of the wounded, as well as those 1 
sponsible for the direction of the hospital. It was 
little more than a year ago that he had dedicated t! 
tablet in St. Paul’s Cathedral, in a fitting place amor 
warriors. After the first awakening to mismanageme 
in 1854 it might have been that the high spirit of 
solve evaporated in mere enthusiasm, had it fallen i 
the hands of one in whom enthusiasm governed all: 
great gifts, however, prevented this, and gave 
work the permanent form which we saw to-day. It 
impossible to believe that so great a spirit was not li 
still; her life suggested immortality; it must be 
on; it was impossible to believe that it was sii 
snuffed out and came to a close. The spirit must 
tinue working after what we called death. 

Among those present at the dedication we noticed 
sides Miss Lloyd Still and all the nursing staff, \I 

Sidney Browne, Miss ( 


rae | Davies, Miss Montgome: 
=e — Miss Mackintosh, Mrs 
Poe Corner, Miss Eddison, Mrs 
; , p |  Minet, Mrs. Turney, Miss 
‘ Alsop, and among old 
. ' Nightingale Nurses _ were 


the Misses Foster, O’Leary 
| Copeman, Cubitt, Russell, 
j Cripps, and others, 








It was reported at the 
quarterly meeting of th 
North Riding Nursing As 
sociation that several 
nurses had broken down 
after the severe strain of 
the long winter work, and 
some of them would need 
a protracted rest. Che 
difficulty of obtaining 
trained nurses had _ becom 
very acute. The committe 
decided to offer a i: 
salary to those fully-trained 
nurses who join the staff 
to obtain their midwifery 
training. 

DEATHS ON 

SERVICE 

HE following «: 

are announced it 
casualty list: .Miss M. ‘ 
Dickson (V.A.D.), 5 
I. L. Duncan (Army Ke 
serve), and Staff Nw 
D. M. Watson (T.F.> 


CALE -O-M 







A THOUSAND _ 8! ns 

selected by the Ar an 

; } College of Surgeons be 

ST. THOMAS 3 HOSPITAL. with the Armies in ance 


within three mont! 
Miss Pucue Jones, who is now nursing in France, has 
been nominated as churchwarden by the Rector of! 
Criccieth. 








he 


La Panne.—Miss M. Nicholson (sister). : 

Rep Cross Hosprtat, BarNet.—Miss E. L. Swankie 
(sister). 3 

CrrencesteR Rep Cross Hosprtar.—Miss D. Yar 
borough (sister). : 

Exerer V.A. Hospitat.—Mrs. Scott Blades (assistan 
matron), Miss M. Ricketts (sister). 
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THE USE OF 1 


IS NOW h N : 
reason why urses 

ALMOST UNIVERSAL should recommend Sanagen is that the medical 
attendant will approve of this as the always 

amongst nursing mothers who find difficulty British Nerve Food with a published 
in breast-feeding their babies. By giving her formula, proving it richer in organic phos- 
an abundant supply of rich milk Lactagol is ies aioe sien Genk ae vad 
renders breast-feeding possible for every phorus than any other food of this type. 
mother. Child-Welfare Centres, Schools for 
Mothers, Municipal Health Departments 
and many other Official Bodies use Lactagol 
freely. Kottle-feeding is the heaviest handi- 
cap a mother can impose on her babe, while 
the use of Lactagol by Nursing and Pro- 
spective Mothers removes all necessity for 


running the serious risks involved in arti- 

ficial feeding. Lactagol ensures the health THE ALWAYS BRITISH NERVE FOOD 
of the mother as well as that of her child, 
and makes nursing a pleasure by saving her Tipperary » Ireland. 
the distressing pains, fatigue and over- - 


strain of the nursing period. A N 
urse 

FREE SAMPLE Try Sane agen your self w/ tired and run-down, 
Notice how palatable fod invigorating it is. 
Full sized package free for your own use on 

P p u , application (giving permanent address) 

ole Proprietors and Manufacturers: ° ~ 4 

Casein Ltd., Culvert Works, 


E. T. PEARSON & Co., Ltd. “<ei/sctir'ne Battersea, London, S.W. 11. 
201, LONDON ROAD, MITCHAM, SURREY. i OO SS 
Ra SS Ee ier Sota oe 


= TTY HOTT UT WE 


ORE /eisured convenie: ce in 
Z/ = shopping! To spend wisely and 
= well there must be opportunity 
= jor seeing what is offered, 
= free from distraction or hustle. 
- MANFIELD & SONS have ct 
= last realized their ideal, in 
planning a branch for ladies, 
where, by a system of interior 
= windows, showcases, and dis- 
play counters, the purchaser 
may at leisureview representa- 
tive specimens of the stock 
if so inclined, without any 
appeal to the staff. When 
eventually this assistance is 
on ; needed, it is quietly and 
ih effectively given, but always 
with the idea of helping in 
the selection, rather than the 


mtr i ILLUMI: oushing of a'sale, 


59 & 6O St.PAUL’S anti elds 





is manufactured under ideal conditions at 





will be forwarded to any Nurse, Nursing or 
Prospective Mother on application to the 
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ye 


+ 


Mey: 


MA 





and 6! & 62 PATERNOSTER ROW, 
LONDON, E.C 
New Branch for Ladies’ City shopping— 
most commod ious me phe ne im 
on. 
Branches thro: > rhout London and 
United Kingdom, 
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BENOUBLE 
> 
Superior Glacé Kid 
Button, Self Cap. : : ' 
PRICE 91 6 J - ‘ P W 
/ 3 7 ? repr 
Postage 5d. ‘. M 
Design 22 B 4. s ? . } rs mi __ 
: T! 
Superior Glacé Kid ‘ Al 
Gibson, Patent Cap. “a a Button, Self Cap. hxer 
PRICE 18, 6 ; PRICE 18/6 on 
Post Postage bd. / SUpF 
‘ostage aoe, oe ‘ 

Design 23 S 6. Design 28 5 4. ment 
the 
sent 

S— 

ZZ tion. 
, | your service ; ah the post. uphe 
TI 
SEND FOR +REE as & 
FOOTWEAR CCOK,. . 
n 
GUARANTEED ALL-BRITISH MANUFACTURE. tion, 
The ‘BENDUBLE’ Boots and Shwes give the maxi.cum comfort at the nem. 
minimum cost. They are Britisa made and ure as duinty and smart as oer] 

any lady couid wish tor. : 
Phey are w ster -roof, and never lose t pat unique flexibility which has made mitte 
th. m so po, ular wsth nurses and a:l ladies whe appreciate case with style. 1 

| You are invited to cail at our showrooms and tmspeci the splendid has 
range of futings and styles. if tais is impossible, you can ve assured 1 
ol @ perfect tit and absvulute satisfaction through our Posial Fitting t0 10 
Department. sa 
send . 0-DAY for our lilustrated Booklet, which fully ex iaius our “9 
Speciai Postal System and i: ustrates the various ‘ buncu.s.e * styles. mitte 
FREE ON APPLICALION, societ 
D Coun 
THE ‘ BENDUBLE ’ SHOE CO. (°SP*) Comme ree House , 72, Oxford St. vital 
Hours 9.30 to 6, Saturdays 1. First Floor), Lon wON, W., 1. exam 
Gene: 
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ee AT 
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Stree: 
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Why do||l\Vorses CLOAKS, |W 
Nurses use ||| BONNETS, APRONS |} i 
Glycola ||| AN2 DRESSES, wes |YY i 





> — ° In 
{+ ream Every requisite for Hospital reaema 
- and Private Nurses is stocked “— 
: : L158: 
Bevause in a Nurse “looks ma large variety of styles that i 
ne FB a oo All garments are made in our to nul 
perfection of proport on, but ’ own Workrooms, and when , a 
a seft, fresh, healthy-look- ° . 19) 
ing skin the quality of the fabric used, and the resolv 
The heavv air of the sick room, or the ho-pital ward, quickly workmanship employed is taken into con 
tells npon the eomplexion—uiving a drawn and tired upp arance. ° . : ‘ \ 
“Glycola” is entirely different from the ordinary cosmetic and sideration, our prices will be found to be 
greasy creams. Its work is tocleanse and soften — todo away with : 
flabbincss till th: complexion assumes anaturala d healthy colow particularly reasonable. Patterns and Self- DUR 
A little G vuln rubbed into the hunds exch day keeps them — . . . 
ie cathiiibr oath. excitutanien uathmae adie ot tediean measurement form submitted on application. 


~ CLARKS Lllustrated Catalogue Post Free. M, 


’ time, ; 

& salary 

- allo y 
Contractors to the Princital London Hospitals. ‘ca 


Of all Chemists, 7d., 111% and 2/9 per bottle. one ye 


Sample of * ‘oe ” Cream, Soap and Tooth Powder Wigmore Street London W “ £1 
epend 


or three Id. stamps from 

















CLARK’S GLYCOLA LTD., accords 
87 Oak Grove, Cricklewood, London, N.W. q Counci 
Miss } 
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NATIONAL UNION OF TRAINED 
NURSES 


‘T’HE Council meeting of the National Union of 
Traimed Nurses was held at 46 Marsham Street, 

<.W.1, on April 26th, with a good attendance of branch 

representatives; and was presided over by Miss Pearse. 

Miss M. Heather-Bigg, Matron of Charing Cross 
Hospital, was unanimously elected President. 

The adoption of the annual report was coupled with 
‘An expression of approval of the action taken by the 
Executive Committee, and the representatives appointed 
on the Central Committee for State Registration, in 
supporting that body in its effort to come to an agree- 
ment with the College of Nursing, without sacrificing 
the principle that the Nurses’ Societies should be repre- 
sented on the first statutory Council for State Registra- 
tion.’ Thus the action of the Executive Committee in 
upholding the decision of the last Council was éndorsed. 

The Chairman spoke on the development of the Union 
as a self-governing National Society, and suggestions, 
with discussion, followed. 

In connection with thé consideration of State Registra- 
tion, the following resolution was proposed and carried 
nem. con. :— 

‘‘That the Council desires to support the Central Com- 
mittee for State Registration for the following reasons :— 

‘1. Because it feels that loyalty is due to the body which 
has, by its faithful and efficient work, made it possible 
to look forward to the introduction of State Registration 
as a recognised necessity, and 

‘“*2. Because the Bill promoted by the Central Com 
mittee secures the vita rinciple that the organised 
societies of nurses shall be represented on the first 
Council, and provides the desirable guarantees that hos- 
pital training and (after the time of grace) a central 
examination shall be necessary qualifications for the 
General Register.” 





Ar a recent meeting of the London Branch of the 
National Union of Trained Nurses, held at 46 Marsham 
Street, S.W.1, a most interesting paper on Infant Welfare 
was read by Miss Marsters (Superintendent, Paddington 
Nursing Association), and was followed by questions and 
discussion. 





Ow April 24th Miss Pearse spoke at Charing Cross 
Hospital on the aims of the N.U.T.N.; referring to the 
State Registration Bills, she emphasised the fact that 
nurses should well consider their views and actions as 
the ‘period of grace’’ would ensure plenty of time. 





In connection with the N.U.T.N., Cambridge, a club 
room has just been opened; furniture has been given and 
there are funds in hand for the first year. 

Miss Eustace (Matron of Fitzroy Street Home) said 
that it was considered such a room would be of value 
to nurses both for social and educational purposes. 

Mrs. Mellish Clark, in opening the club, said that she 
hoped at the end of the year the experiment would have 
resolved itself into a triumphant success. 








DURHAM COUNTY HEALTH VISITORS 


ISS ROSE has resigned her post as health visitor ; 
st Miss B. Coates and Miss M. Gray have been 
appointed on probation, and. Miss C. Alexander per- 
manently. The staff now consists of thirty-one whole- 
time, and six part-time, health visitors. The commencing 
salary is now £105 per annum (including subsistence 
allowances, but not travelling or uniform), rising after 
one year to £115; and by two subsequent annual increases 
of £10 to a maximum of £135, the last two increases 
depending on the holding of definite qualifications, in 
accordance with the terms already approved by the County 
Council. The salary of the superintendent health visitor, 
Miss H. 8, Cooper Hodgson, has been fixed at £180. 





SCOTTISH NOTES 


Roya Hosriran ror Sick CHILDREN. 

*EVERAL very fine references were made to the great 

work done by the Royal Edinburgh Hospital for Sick 
Children at the recent annual meeting. The whole history 
of the institution, observed Lord Provost Lorne 
MacLeod, from its inception in the humble home at 
Lauriston Place in 1859 to last year’s splendid record 
of something like 30,000 patients in all departments, 
could not but give the greatest satisfaction to the manage- 
ment and all concerned. He rejoiced to see what was 
being done for the preservation of child-life. Too much 
attention could not be given in these days to this most 
important aspect of our social economy. 

The gracious ministry carried on in that hospital, said 
the Rev. Dr. Simpson, was one of the greatest glories of 
their beautiful city. Since the war began the mystery of 
suffering had come home in an imaginative and impres- 
sive way to many; but the abiding mystery of suffering 
was the suffering of little children. Although we could 
not solve it, we could do all that was possible to pre- 
vent or heal it, and to surround the children with com- 
fort. This the hospital—a beautiful organised home for 
kindness—did supremely. 

In a warm appreciation of the work of the physicians 
and surgeons, the matron and the nurses, the chairman 
(Mr. T. S. Esson), suggested that in these days of 
pressure the directors might utilise to a far greater extent 
the services of their excellent ladies’ committee. 

Miss Bamber, the Home Sister in the hospital, was 
compelled, owing to ill-health, to resign her appoint- 
ment, and Miss Bell has been appointed in her place. 
Miss Burleigh, the matron, is thanked for her kindness 
and cordial co-operation in everything that concerns the 
good of the institution. 

Caste Wemyss UNDER THE Rep Cross. 

Tue latest Scottish auxiliary hospital is Castle 
Wemyss, Fife. Graciously handed over, with equipment, 
by Captain Michael] Wemyss, the beautiful residence was 
received by Major Wallace, representing the D.D.M.S. 
and the Red Cross Society. It contains as many as 
seventy beds, already partly occupied by patients. The 
matron is Miss Makins, formerly of the Red Cross Hos- 
pital, Moffat. 


Tue Scottish Women’s Hospitals for Foreign Service 
have appointed as nurses te Corsica Miss Douglas and 
Miss Bissett. 

At the Edinburgh Royal Infirmary, Craigleith, Sea- 
field, and other hospitals, there is considerable activity 
in view of the overseas movement of nurses, accentuated 
by the appeal that has been made for help by the War 
Office. From auxiliary hospitals, as well as from old 
trained nurses, to say nothing of the untrained, desirous 
of becoming probationers, the applications are legion. It 
is already very evident the supply is exceeding the 
demand. 

Sister Rowena Hopkins, of Paulteg, Ystalfera, 
Swansea Valley, has been decorated with the Order of 
St. George IV. for Valour by the Russians. She volun- 
teered with the Scottish Women’s (London unit) for 
Rumania, and was on the Russian frontier with the 
Russo-Rumanian Army. 





A NOVEL suggestion was made at the meeting of the 
Bangor and Beaumaris Board of Guardians last week 
It having been reported that a nurse at the Workhouse 
Infirmary had resigned, one of the Guardians suggested 
that the Board to retain their staff might impose a con- 
dition when the next appointment was made. The chair- 
man said they would not be justified in doing such a 
thing. ‘“‘It would be making slaves of the nurses,” he 
said, and Canon Edwards said it would be a ‘‘ Hunnish”’ 
practice to impose a condition. The Guardian who made 
the suggestion pointed out that the money the Board 
spent on advertisements would keep a nurse for twelve 
months. It was decided to advertise without imposing 
any condition. 
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THE MILLER GENERAL HOSPITAL 
li is satisfactory to learn that the Miller General 


Hospital, Greenwich Road, has followed other well 
known hospitals in raising the salaries of the sisters and 
nurses. The sisters now receive £45 and £50, instead of 
£28 and £30, and the nurses £12 in the first year, 
£15 in the second, and £18 in the third, instead of £8, 
£12, and £15. 

It is not generally known that this hospital has one 
of the largest and most up-to-date massage and electrical 
departments in London. It is the gift of the Almeri 
Paget Massage Corps, who have promised to support it 
wholly for five years. The reconstructed basement of the 
hospital is entirely given up to this department, and 
several large airy rooms are fitted up for treatments of 
all kinds, as many as 800 cases being treated weekly 
Nine members of the Corps work this department. The 
former board room is converted into a fine gymnasium, 
and excellent results are shown from work done there 
The school doctors have co-operated and have agreed to 
send all suitable cases for treatment 


THE LETTER BOX 


Our readers are invited to send their opinions on any 
subject of interest to nurses, so that this feature may be 
a medium of useful and helpful exchange of thought and 
experience. We are not responsible for the opiniona 
expressed by our correspondents. 





Queen Alexandra Relief Fund. 

I VENTURE to ask you if you would allow me. through 
the medium of your paper to express, on behalf of the 
Committee of the Queen Alexandra Relief Fund for War 
Nurses, our sincere thanks: to the members of the Original 
Sisters’ Mess at Malta for their most generous gift of 
£21 to the Fund, which has been forwarded to us through 
Sister Carruthers. I should also like to take this oppor- 
tunity of thanking all those nurses who have so kindly 
placed donations in our’ collecting box at the Royal 
National Pension Fund for Nurses, as I have received 
from the Secretary the sum of £4 1s. towards this Fund, 


which has been collected in the box We are not only 
most grateful for this help, but glad to feel the efforts 
of this Fund for Nurses are so much appreciated, 


Mary FE. Watney, 
Hon Secre tary 


Training of Health Visitors. 


[ HAVE just seen “Health Visitor's” letter in your 
last iss [I kn now of a recently appointed health 
London who has failed in her C.M.B., and 

| ursing qualifications, but was, I believe, a 
te This is hard on the trained woman, and surely 
point » favouritism 


A Wovtp-spe Heattn VIsITOR 








ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENTS 


Questions will he answered here free of chargé if 
fecompanie d by the coupon im the marqin of page 539. 
All letter must be marked on the envelope ** Leqal,” 
“Charity,” or “Nursing.” and contain the full name 
and add re 8 of the x¢ nde r and a ps udonym. U rae nt 
le qal letters can he anawere d by post within three days 
if a postal ordey for 2s. 6d 18 enclosed 

CHARITY 


Home for Poor Lady (Nurse E. M.).-You say she has £25 
a year Perhaps she will be able to get a room in one of the 
following \t the Frithville Memorial Homes for Reduced Gentle 
women, 57-8 The Grove, Hammersmith, W., a free room is granted 


\n annual subscription of £3 3s. or a donation of £21 must be 
paid on behalf of any applicant. At the Incorporated Homes for 
Ladies, 29-31 Spencer Road, New Wandsworth, 8.W., a room, 
coal, yas, attendance, and medical advice is given. A charge 


of ils. a month is made. Each lady must furnish her room and 
keep it in order. A donation of £25 is required for each appli- 
cant. H.R.H. Princess Frederica’s Homes for Gentlewomen, Lian 
gattock House, Trinity Road, Tulse Hill, S.W., grant an un- 
furnished room, coal, gas, and attendance. Admission fee is 
again £25. I do not know if a pension would be granted to his 
mother as well as to his wife; her son should inquire of the 
military authorities. 





Treatment at Bath 
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Making a Will 
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Association, Imperial 
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Nervousness 
to consult a doctor 
It is a distressing condition, but there is nothing 
they won't eat 
about it. We can 


London, 8.W 


medical advice 


for it but to go 
you! Pull yourself together 


not prescribe 
National 
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APPOINTMENTS 


Matron, The Infirmary, Launcest 








HEALTH VISITORS 


Clackmannanshire 
Trained at Stobhill Hospital, Glasgow 


Borough of Newport 
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Nurse Lizzie Jones was married at Gartheli Church, South Wales 


to Dr. Vernon 


of West Kensington 








Q. A. I. MILITARY NURSING SERVICE 


Sister Miss E 
Johnston to be 
Sister M. T. 


Sister Miss 
ill-health 


To be Staff Nurses 


At the meeting 
mendation of the 


her appointment. 
placed on retired pay on account 








Edueation Committee, r 
of 5s. a week, which has already been granted to nurses serving 


Staff Nurse Miss I. M 
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Give your patient a bowl of steaming hot 

Symington’s Soup, and see the difference it 

makes! Nothing easier to prepare, nothing 

more nourishing and stimulating for a meal. 
MADE IN 13 VARIETIES: 

Tomato, Oxtail, Mulligatawny, Lentil, Kidney, 
Hare, Mock Turtle, Green Pea, Celery, Pea, 
Scotch Broth, Onion, White Vegetable. 

A free sample will be sent to any Nurse on request. 


W. SYMINGTON & CO., Lrp., BOWDEN STEAM MILLS, 
MARKET HARBORO’ 















L. WELLS a Co. 


64, aidersgate St., E.C. 1. 


SINGLE ARTICLES AT 
WHOLESALE PRICES. 
Fit and Finish Guaranteed. 


Highest 


Lowest 


Value Prices 
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“VICTORIA” 
CLOAK. 
In Wearwell Serges, 
Meltons, All - Wool 
Coating Serges, Cra- 
venettes and All-Wool 
Army Cloth. from 


17/11 t 27/11 


The “ ROONEY.” 
stout Linen-finished 
Cloth, 1/11} 
torrockses’ hest quality 
smgeloth, 2/9 and 2/11 
Best Linen-finiab, 3/4 
Purefrish Lanen 4/11 45/6 
Beautifally gored and per- 
- fect tittine 
en ordering please men- 
tou sizeof walslend length The “ NETLEY.” 
required A very smart and up-to-date 
Bounet, trimmed Water 
proofed Veil covering crown, 
edged Velvet with White 
Frilling or narrow White The 
band, 86 aui 9G “mARIE” Ber 
NO EXTRA CHARGE Por 24 in. deep, _stiffene:! 
UNIFORM SHADES, TeAdy for use, Gid. each 
P 52 or 6for 3/= When order. 








ing state length required 
' WEARWELL” Write fi 
. | rite for our “ 7 
COLLAR. Catalogue and Patterns “Sooo 


Pertect Attiug over 


cout. Post Free upon 
544. each or 6 for 2/7 


application. 


5 ins. deep, 74d per pair 
or 6 pairs for 3/6 























BABY WILLIAMS 


Breast-fed through Virol 


14, Bird Street, 
Liverpool, 
Dear Sirs, 26th March, 1915. 
This is my tenth child, and the only one 
I have been able to breast-feed. After the 
birth of this child I was very ill and weak, 
until I tried Virol and my health improved 
at once, so that I have been able to entirely 
breast-feed him till ten months old, If I 
stopped taking Virol, I was unable to feed 
him. He is a fine, strong, healthy boy, 
and I am so much stronger than I| ever 
hoped to be again, that I should recom- 
mend all nursing mothers to take Virol. 
Yours faithfully, 
ANNIE WILLIAMS. 


“In all the cases in which I tried 
it, the women not only expressed 
themselves as much stronger, but 
looked much better and gained in 
weight at the rate of about four to 
five. pounds a week.”—-DR. FELDMAN, 
Lecturer in’ Miawifery and Hygiene: for the 
London County Council 


VIROL 


USED IN MORE THAN 1,500 HOSPITALS. 
In Glass & Stone Jars, 1/-, 1/8 & 2/11. 
VIROL, Limited, 148-166, Old Street, E.C. 


8.H.B. 
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Saving the Babies 


S the Maternity Nurse enters thinks the trial should take place at 
the Home, or gives advice ours, and not at her expense, we are 
to the Mother, a feeling of only too pleased to have the privilege 

of sending to any Nurse a full size 


peace and comfort comes into the ® 
tin free for such a purpose. 


House, and baby too is quick to 
recognise the gentle, loving, but firm And, Nurse, you can judge how 


useful Glaxo Dried Milk can be when 
the Breast Milk is absent. For eight 
years it has been persistently used at 

Glaxo is helping and can help Municipal Health Departments, where 
Nurse in this good work. When pure milk for infants is essential. For 
Nurse writes saying that Baby should _ instance, Sheffield Health Department 
have Glaxo Dried Milk, the Mother has purchased over 170,000 lbs. 


touch of experienced hands and is 


socthed and comforted. 





Dried Milk | “ 
Builds Bonnie Babies 


Awarded Gold Medal, International Medical Conere / thilton, 191 


COUPON 
]e ciaxo, Dept " ede Ona eee 1 
155, Great Portland St. LONDON, W. 1. 


Glaxo’ feedory | I know a baby who I think would benefit by having Glaxo 
: . Please send a free tin to 


| Mfether’s Name 





Royal Appointment 











| Nurse's Name 


| 
| 
| Address | 
| 
| 


Complete Feeder, 1/35; Spare Bottles, 8d. ; | eh 
Spare Teat, 34d. ; Spare Valves, 24d. 


Can be supplied by all Chemists. | 20657 "* Nursing Times,” 5/5/17- | 


Proprietors: J. Nathan & Co., Ltd., London. 
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THE JOURNAL OF MIDWIFERY 


MIDWIVES AND 
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MIDWIVES ACT FOR IRELAND 
N our Nursing Notes this week we quoté from 
the Irish Weekly Times, which refers to the 

rejection of the Midwives Act for Ireland as a 

colossal mistake. It is said that unqualified 

women who are not allowed to practise in England 
are seeking Ireland as their “happy hunting- 
ground,’’ and the news is therefore all the more 
opportune that Mr. Arthur Samuels has asked the 

Chief Secretary for Ireland whether, having 

regard to the representations of the medical pro- 

fession in Ireland and the desirability of securing 
skilled treatment in cases of child-birth by pro- 

perly qualified midwives, he would introduce a 

Bill for Ireland at an early date framed upon the 

lines of the English Midwives Act of 1902 and the 

Seottish Midwives Act of 1915. Mr. Duke replied 

that a Bill had been drafted for this purpose. 








THE C.M.B. CRITICISED 
= N my opinion the decision of the C.M.B. in 

this case is most unsatisfactory. It is clear 
from the charges found by the Board to be proved 
that the midwife had been either seriously 
neglectful or grossly incompetent, and that had 
she discharged her duties as a midwife properly 
the patient's life might have been saved. Im- 
portant rules of the Board were disregarded by 
the midwife, and altogether it is the worst case 
I have had to. bring to the notice of your com- 
mittee. If midwives are to be permitted by the 
Board to practise even for six months, after such 
serious offences likely to have disastrous results 
to their patients are proved against them, it 
seems to me that the time and money expended 
in bringing such cases t6 the notice of the Board 
in accordance with Section 8 (3) of the Midwives 
Act will be for the most part wasted, and the 
efforts of Local Supervising Authorities to im- 
prove the midwifery service in their areas will 
be of little avail.’”’ 

So writes Dr. T. Eustace Hill in his quarterly 
report for Durham County, referring to the case 
f a midwife on whom sentence was postponed 
for three and six months’ reports. The Board, 
sometimes criticised for severity, in this 
tempered justice with mercy; the merey, in Dr. 
Hill’s opinion, was misplaced. 


case 








THE MARLBOROUGH SCHOOL OF 
MOTHERCRAFT 
“T“HE formal opening of the Marlborough School of 
Mothercraft (to which we alluded briefly last week), 
took place on April 24th, at 29 Trebovir Road, S8.W. 5. 
[he chair was taken by the Mayoress of Kensington, and 





owing to the unavoidable absence of the Premier of New 
Zealand, Mrs. Massey performed the ceremony, giving 
the audience an account of highly successful infant wel- 
fare work in her own country, and wishing the institu- 
tion every success. 

Dr. Janet Lane Claypon spoke of war as a powerful 
incentive to work of this nature, health being the greatest 
thing that anyone could offer for the service of the 
country. Present conditions were in many respects dis 
tressing, and the improvement in housing was the first 
consideration. 

Professor Kenwood emphasised the difficult duties of a 
health visitor; she was not, like a sanitary inspector, 
armed with legal powers. <A study of social and economic 
conditions was essential, and students in this school 
would be in direct contact with mother, infant, and home. 
He suggested that a ‘“‘Guide to the Understanding of 
Mothers ’’ would be a useful manual. 

Mr. Wilfred Buckley gave an outline of the policy of 
the National Clean Milk Society, and some remarkable 
figures concerning alleged ‘‘pure milk.” 

Dr. Langmead stated that bad housing, ignorance, and 
bad milk were the causes of all entrances to a children's 
hospital. 

After short statements by Miss Wheatley (Director), 
and Miss Wrench (Organising Secretary), visitors made 
a tour of inspection. Two modern houses have been 
adapted, and the premises are light, airy, and spotlessly 
clean. There are night and day nurseries with balconies, 
and a shelter in the garden is in contemplation, so that 
the babies may sleep out of doors in all weathers. The 
bathroom is a model of neatness, and in the dispensary 
students learn all about the composition of milk and 
the preparation of babies’ food generally. Clean raw 
milk will be used exclusively, and it is hoped that the 
best results will be obtained from an article of diet 
which contains fewer bacteria by millions than ‘ordinary 
London milk.” 

Students have lectures on al] necessary subjects (for 
example, elementary anatomy and physiology, hygiene, 
food values, SOC ial economics), twice a week from a fully 
qualified staff, and the practical training includes nursery 
cooking, washing, and ironing, and_ simple 
cutting-out. The course lasts nine months, the last four 
of which will be spent at a recognised infant welfare 
centre. The fee is £90 resident. 

About ten healthy babies will be always on the pre- 
mises. Miss Wrench stated that they had been inundated 
with requests, but that in no case was a child taken unless 
it was impossible for the mother to look after it. As a 
second step, a ‘“‘Children’s House’’ may be established, 
so that former infant ‘“‘subjects’’ will not be lost sight 
of, and students will obtain a more educational training 


routine, 








SCOTTISH MIDWIFERY 
EXAMINATIONS 


T was not until Wednesday that the Scottish Mid- 
Board examinations, oral and written, were 
completed. The results will be made known with as little 
delay as possible. At Edinburgh, Dundee, and Aberdeen, 
where the number of candidates averaged twelve in each 
centre, Monday sufficed to see the work through. Two 
additional days’ sittings were necessitated at Glasgow 
owing to the extraordinary number of applicants. There 
were, we understand, as many as ninety 


wifery 
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MIDWIVES’ CLUB 


The Municipal Midwife. 

I Have read with great interest your report of Dr. 
Reid’s address, ‘‘ Midwifery and Government Subsidies,’ 
and also the article in the Nineteenth Century Review 
by Dr. Janet Lane-Claypon, ‘‘On the Need fora State Mid- 
wifery Service.” Recently, too, the Medical Officer had 
an article on ‘The Municipal’ Midwife,” in which, by 
the way, the scherne was described as quite impracticable, 
especially if the proposed midwife is also to co-operate 
in working schools for mothers and in health visiting in 
her spare time. 

The State midwife is therefore sur le tapis. Looking 
at the scheme from the practising midwife’s point of 
view, there are certain objections to it. She would be 
put into very serious competition with a subsidised mid- 
wife, who would be backed up by the health authority, 
recommended by the health visitors, brought into con- 
tact with large numbers of mothers at the school, and 
be in the service of the county’ council. The independent 
midwife would find her practice dwindle; if she has now 
a large practice, built up by sheer hard work during 
many years, keeps an assistant, and trains pupils in the 
practical work, she would, I fear, in competition with 
the municipal midwife, not get sufficient cases to carry 
on her highly useful work. Of course the authorities 
might in cases of hardship promulgate some scheme for 
compensating the independest midwife. 

In exceptional areas the appointment of a municipal 
midwife or a subsidised midwife is necessary in order 
that the limited number of cases may have skilled assist- 
ance; in such areas there is no possibility of an inde- 
—— midwife making a livelihood; she might also 
ve the healt isitor with advantage. Necessitous 
patients are already provided for; the local authority has 
powers to provide skilled medical attendance during 
child-birth; the crux is that necessitous women will not 
always avail themselves of this provision, as it involves 
dealings with the relieving officer. In large towns there 
is usually available free attendance by medical students 
working under the direction of a doctor, or by hospital 
midwives. Dr. Lane-Claypon says: ‘If life is to be in 
any way worth living, a midwife should have a gross in- 
come of about £150 per annum in a large town, or of 
£100 in the country.”” A report to the Local Government 
Board (now in the press), maintains that if a midwife 
is to devote adequate care to each case before birth, at 
the confinement, and during the lying-in period, she 
cannot undertake more than some 120 to 130 cases in 
the year, even where the district is a populous one. In 
rural or scattered areas the number cannot exceed 90 to 
100 cases per annum. Thus the value of the midwife’s 
services works out at approximately 25s. per case. The 
majority of women whose husbands are insured cannot 
now afford to pay such fees; but if the maternity benefit 
were increased, as is suggested in some quarters, they 
would be able to do so. If the health authority had 
power to pay the doctor’s fee in all cases in which a 
medical practitioner is called in, and to supplement the 
fee of the midwife in those cases in which no maternity 
benefit is received, I think there would be no difficulty 
in finding well-trained, refined women to practise as mid- 
wives; they would be assured of a reasonable income 
and an honourable and independent position. I venture 
to think that the lot of an independent midwife would 
be a happier one than that of the municipal midwife; she 
would work under one authority—the inspector appointed 
by the county council to see that the rules of the Central 
Midwives’ Board are carried out. If by reason of her 
skill and character her practice grew, she could have an 
assistant, and add to the interest of her life by training 
pupils. It is certainly a more progressive situation than 
will be open to the municipal midwife, who will in all 
probability be required to sign an agreement not to 
— independently in the county if she resigns her 

ost 
e In Dr. Reid’s scheme it is proposed to work and pay 
through the nursing associations, the midwife is to be 
“absolutely the council’s officer”; she will have a diffi- 
cult task to maintain the confidential relations between 
herself and the patient, and to maintain good relations 





with the inspector of midwives, 
the nursing associations. 

Looking at the scheme from the point of view of the 
patients, is it not probable that they may look askance 
at the “‘official midwife,” and avoid engaging her till 
the Jast minute, or simply call in a friendly neighbour 
to help in emergency? If the patient engages a doctor 
she is sure ot professional secrecy; will she be equally 
sure of it if she engages the municipal midwife? 

Dr. Lane-Clayvon insists that whatever method of 
State aid is adopted, ‘‘a free choice of midwife should 
be provided for.” I am entirely with her, but see the 
difficulties. For example, the town of Bath is to b« 
divided into five districts, each with a resident midwife 
working under the nursing association; each mother is 
to pay a reasonable fee, and the balance of the midwives’ 
salaries is to be paid by the Corporation. Five midwives 
will meet the needs of Bath; an independent midwif« 
will stand a poor chance of making a living; the ques 
tion arises as to whether the patient is to have free choi 
among the five midwives, or will she be ‘‘dumped’ 
the midwife who lives in her district? 

When women have the vote we believe and hope that 
they will stand up for the working-class mothers and 
protect them from officialdom. To help them to be f: 
agents, and to educate them to choose wisely is entiré 
different from compelling them to do as some autocrat 
enthusiasts think best. 

In the near future every practising midwife will b 
a trained woman, with, we hope, opportunities f 
further improvement of her education. it the maternit 
benefit were increased, I think that indenendent mid 
wives would best serve for populous districts, and Stat: 
aided midwives for districts in which the births are t 
few to ensure a living wage for an independent midwif: 
I must apologise for the length of my letter, but befo: 
any legislation is undertaken it is desirable that bot 
sides of the question at issue: Are municipal midwi\ 
advisable?—should be aired. Perhaps some _ ot! 
practising midwives among your readers will give th 
views. 


the county council, and 


INDEPENDENT 








BABY WEEK 


LONG pull, a strong pull, and a pull all together 

Only so shall we, as a nation, succeed in pulling 
the babies and little children through to healthy manhood 
and womanhood,” says the latest publication from the 
National Baby Week Office (Kingsway House, Kingsway, 
London, W.C.2). Some of the ways in which the public 
can help are indicated ; they include sermons and addresses 
by clergymen and teachers; the convening of exhibitions 
meetings, and conferences; special films. at cinemas; t! 
throwing open of centres, créches, etc., for inspecti: 
and, finally, “by everyone giving their sympathy, a 
of their time and money, and a large part of thei! 
thoughts for the week.” Among tthe societies and other 
bodies represented on the National Council we notice th 
Association of Infant Welfare and Maternity Centres; 
the Midwives’ Institute; the National Union of Trained 
Nurses; the National Health Society; the National 
Institute of Mothercraft; the National League for 
Physical Education and Improvement ; Queen Victoria’s 
Jubilee Institute for Nurses; the Royal British Nurses’ 
Association ; the Royal Institute of Public Health; the 
Royal Sanitary Institute, and many others. We should 
have liked to see the College of Nursing added, and 
we suggest that there ought to be at least one hospital 
matron on the executive committee. All information re 
Baby Week may be obtained from the secretary, Miss 
Alice Elliott, National Baby Week, Kingsway House, 
Kingsway, London, W.C.2. 
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A FOOD HINT 


LEAFLET containing information regarding potato 

substitutes and advice as to their use has been issued 
by the National Food age Association, 178 St. 
Stephen’s House, Westminster, S.W. 1. A specimen copy, 
with rates for quantities, may be obtained by sending 
two penny stamps. 











